
 

SpaceX launching space station docking port
for NASA

July 17 2016, by Marcia Dunn

  
 

  

This photo provided by Space X shows the main payload on the SpaceX rocket
that will be launching early Monday, July 18, 2016. SpaceX aims to launch
another load of space station supplies for NASA, including a critical docking
port needed by new U.S. crew capsules set to debut next year. (Space X via AP)

SpaceX aims to launch another load of space station supplies for NASA,
including a critical docking port needed by new U.S. crew capsules set to

1/4



 

debut next year.

The unmanned Falcon rocket is scheduled to lift off early Monday.
Excellent weather is forecast for the 12:45 a.m. launch.

Aboard the rocket is a replica of the docking port destroyed in a SpaceX
launch accident last summer. This is port No. 2. NASA needs at least
one and preferably two of these ports for crew capsules under
development by both SpaceX and Boeing.

Americans have been stuck riding Russian rockets to the International
Space Station since shuttles stopped flying five years ago this month.
The SpaceX Dragon and Boeing Starliner capsules will ease this Russian
dependency.

SpaceX, meanwhile, will try to land its leftover booster back at Cape
Canaveral Air Force Station, just a couple miles from the Falcon launch
pad. The California-based company wants to reuse its rockets to save
time and money. It's only landed a used first-stage booster on land once,
back in December. Three other boosters touched down vertically on an
ocean platform, after delivering spacecraft to orbit.

SpaceX's vice president of flight reliability, Hans Koenigsmann, said
Saturday that the company plans to launch its first recycled booster this
fall.

The SpaceX Dragon cargo ship, meanwhile, holds about 5,000 pounds of
food, science experiments and equipment. One-thousand pounds of that
is the all-important docking port.

Just ahead of the Dragon, an unmanned Russian Progress spacecraft
carrying more than three tons of food, fuel and other supplies for the
space station crew launched early Sunday in Kazakhstan. The resupply
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ship is scheduled to dock with the station Monday night, according to
NASA.

  
 

  

In this image made from video provided by NASA TV, the Progress 64 cargo
craft launches on a two-day trip to the International Space Station, from the
Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on Sunday, July 17, 2016. Ahead of the
SpaceX Dragon, the unmanned Russian Progress spacecraft carrying more than
three tons of food, fuel and other supplies for the space station crew launched
early Sunday. (NASA TV via AP)

For the first time ever, the NASA press site at Kennedy Space Center
will be evacuated for Monday's launch attempt, as will the neighboring
Vehicle Assembly Building and the rest of the former shuttle launch
complex. A risk evaluation by the Air Force shows that the Dragon
capsule, full of toxic fuel, could parachute down into this targeted area in
the event of a launch failure. The wind is expected to be blowing right in
the press site's direction, thus the evacuation order.
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Journalists as well as NASA and SpaceX public relations staff and VIPs
have been ordered to find alternative viewing sites.

To save a cargo-laden Dragon in case of a launch accident, SpaceX
added the option of releasing the capsule's parachutes in just such an
emergency. The change came after a Dragon and all its contents were
destroyed when the Falcon rocket failed shortly after liftoff from Cape
Canaveral in June 2015.

The SpaceX Dragon is the only supply ship capable of returning items to
Earth from the space station, thus the original need for parachutes.

  More information: SpaceX: www.spacex.com/
NASA: www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/main/index.html
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