
 

Image: Sentinel-2A captures Mount St
Helens
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Credit: Contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data (2016), processed by ESA

Sentinel-2A captured this image of Mount St Helens in the US state of
Washington on 8 February.

The active volcano is known for its 18 May 1980 eruption. The event
claimed some 57 lives and damaged homes and infrastructure. The
eruption was caused by an earthquake that lead to a massive landslide of
the volcano's north face, exposing it to lower pressures. The volcano then
exploded, depositing widespread ash and melting the mountain's snow,
ice and glaciers that formed a number of volcanic mudslides – or lahars.

Some of these lahars are still visible, particularly in the upper left in
pink.

In this false-colour image, snow cover appears light blue while pink
represents areas with little to no vegetation. In the lower-central part of
the image, we can see how snow cover ends in the rectangular areas as
the elevation drops closer to the river.

The rectangular areas show land division, possibly for timber extraction,
with the blue and red areas revealing where the trees have been cleared.

Sentinel-2 can be used to manage natural resources, to check rates of
deforestation, reforestation and areas affected by wildfire. Information
from Sentinel-2 can help governing bodies and commercial enterprises
make informed decisions about how best to manage, protect and sustain
our important forest resources.
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https://phys.org/tags/active+volcano/
https://phys.org/tags/snow/
https://phys.org/tags/snow+cover/


 

Provided by European Space Agency

Citation: Image: Sentinel-2A captures Mount St Helens (2016, July 1) retrieved 24 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2016-07-image-sentinel-2a-captures-mount-st.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2016-07-image-sentinel-2a-captures-mount-st.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

