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Image: Netherlands imaged by Proba-V

July 6 2016

Credit: ESA/Belspo — produced by VITO

A false-colour image of the Netherlands, as seen in infrared by ESA's
Proba-V minisatellite, with vegetation shown in red, woodland in
red—brown and built-up areas as green.

The Dutch are famous for their reclaiming of land from the North Sea
through the construction of dykes and draining of enclosed land. To the
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south of Lake Ijssel, the largest lake in western Europe and formerly
known as the South Sea, is the new province of Flevoland, established
from reclaimed land three decades ago.

To the north of Lake Ijssel stands a string of islands called the Wadden
Islands, which stretch from the Netherlands to Denmark. Out of the
Dutch islands, five are inhabited and many are protected as wildlife
habitats.

The 100 m-resolution image extends down to Belgium's port of Antwerp
and capital city of Brussels in the south, with Amsterdam, The Hague
and Rotterdam arranged like a triangle on the west coast. The Hoge
Veluwe National Park stands out to the southeast of Lake Ijssel.

North of The Hague on the coast at Noordwijk stands ESA's single
largest establishment, ESTEC. To visit the technical heart of the Agency,
you can now register for the Open Day on Sunday 2 October.

Launched on 7 May 2013, Proba-V is a miniaturised ESA satellite — less
than a cubic metre — tasked with a full-scale mission: to map land cover
and vegetation growth across the entire planet every two days.

Its main camera's continent-spanning 2250 km swath width collects light
in the blue, red, near-infrared and mid-infrared wavebands at 300 m
resolution and down to 100 m resolution in its central field of view.

VITO Remote Sensing in Belgium processes and then distributes Proba-
V data to users worldwide. An online image gallery highlights some of
the mission's most striking images so far, including views of storms,
fires and deforestation.

Provided by European Space Agency
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https://phys.org/tags/lake/
https://phys.org/tags/vegetation+growth/
http://proba-v.vgt.vito.be/PROBAV%20galleries/index.html
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