
 

New study shows not all protected areas are
the same for giraffes

June 24 2016, by Derek Lee

  
 

  

Giraffe in the Tarangire Ecosystem of northern Tanzania. Photo by Derek Lee

A new study reports that giraffe survival and reproduction differed
among five sites in Tanzania, and also differed among six national parks
in East, South and West Africa. The study, by researchers at the Wild
Nature Institute, Tanzania National Parks, Dartmouth College, and the
School for Field Studies and published this week in the Journal of
Mammalogy, found that even in national parks where animals are
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presumed to be safe and protected, vital rates of survival and
reproduction vary widely. Dr. Derek Lee, principal scientist of the Wild
Nature Institute and lead author of the study, said, "People often assume
every national park is successfully protecting the wildlife there, but we
found not all parks are the same for giraffes."

The study examined reproduction, adult survival and calf survival, and
found that all of these vital rates varied among the study sites. However,
the most important factor determining the growth or decline of a
population was the same everywhere. "In northern Tanzania, and across
the continent, adult female survival made the greatest contribution to
local population growth rates, and lower adult female survival was
related to human-caused effects," said Lee.

The study indicates that protected areas, including national parks, cannot
assume they are effectively preserving wildlife, and should closely
monitor their populations to ensure the species under their care are truly
benefiting.

  More information: Spatial variation in giraffe demography: a test of 2
paradigms: jmammal.oxfordjournals.org/con …
apzkTh5w&keytype=ref
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