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Brazil judge blocks WhatsApp for 72 hours

May 2 2016

WhatsApp is widely used in Brazil, where cell phone fees for texting and calls
are among the highest in the world

A Brazilian judge issued an order Monday blocking the popular
WhatsApp smartphone messaging application nationwide, the second
such shut-down in six months.

Judge Marcel Montalvao in the small northeastern town of Lagarto
1ssued the order because Facebook, the owner of the service, failed to
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hand over information requested in a criminal investigation, reported
news site G1.

The judge "has ordered the suspension of WhatsApp from 2:00 pm
(1700 GMT) Monday," a court spokeswoman told AFP.

WhatsApp was previously shut down in Brazil in December over a
similar dispute, before a higher court threw out the two-day suspension

after about 12 hours.

On that occasion, Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg called it "a sad day
for Brazil," noting the country's history of support for an open Internet.

WhatsApp is widely used in Brazil, where cell phone fees for texting and
calls are among the highest in the world.

The free app is installed in nine in 10 smartphones in the country.
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