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Europe's beaches getting cleaner: study

May 25 2016

Tourists and Cypriots enjoy Ayia Napa's Nissi beach

Europe's beaches are getting cleaner and the vast majority of them last
year met the EU's minimum requirements for water quality, according to
a report released on Wednesday.

The European Environment Agency (EEA) said that water quality at
96.1 percent of the 21,000 bathing spots covered by its 2015 bathing
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water survey was at acceptable levels, which was a rise of 0.9 percentage
points from the previous year.

Across all of the sites monitored in the EU, Switzerland and Albania,
more than 84 percent of the sites surveyed were rated excellent.

"European bathing water is at 96 percent acceptable and 84 percent
excellent standards. That is the result of 40 years investing in water and
waste water infrastructure," EU Environment Commissioner Karmenu
Vella said in a statement.

The best swimming areas were in Luxembourg, Cyprus, Malta, Greece,
Croatia, Italy, Germany and Austria—all of which had more than 90
percent of bathing sites rated excellent.

By contrast, only 56 percent of sites had reached that level in 1991, the
EEA said.

"Several large tourist areas and cities like Blackpool, Copenhagen and
Munich are... starting to benefit from investments in improved sewage
systems, which are leading to cleaner bathing sites at harbour areas,
urban river locations and nearby beaches," the agency said.

The highest number of sites with poor water quality were found in Italy
(95), France (95) and Spain (58), according to the annual survey.

More than three percent of sites failed to meet the minimum quality
standards in Britain (4.9 percent), Ireland (4.4 percent), the Netherlands
(3.4 percent) and Bulgaria (3.2 percent), meaning they had the highest
percentage of sites rated "poor".

"For recreational activities such as swimming, faecal contamination is a
cause of concern for public health," the EEA said.
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"The major sources of pollution are sewage and water draining from
farms and farmland," 1t added.

© 2016 AFP

Citation: Europe's beaches getting cleaner: study (2016, May 25) retrieved 19 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2016-05-europe-beaches-cleaner.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

3/3


https://phys.org/tags/water/
https://phys.org/news/2016-05-europe-beaches-cleaner.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

