
 

Honduras: 215 LGBT people killed in 7 years

April 7 2016

A new report from Index on Censorship exposes how many LGBT
activists in Honduras risk torture, prison and assassination.

The research from Index on Censorship, published by SAGE, carried out
by journalist Duncan Tucker and utilising data collected by on-the-
ground NGOs, delves into some shocking statistics:

215 LGBT people were murdered in Honduras between 2009 and
2015
37 deaths occurred in 2015 alone

Of the 235 murders of LGBT people since 1994, only 48 cases (20%)
have gone to court.

"I've been imprisoned on many occasions. I've suffered torture and
sexual violence because of my activism, and I've survived many 
assassination attempts," Honduran gay rights activist Donny Reyes said
in an interview with Index on Censorship.

The violence rocketed after the country's 2009 coup, but the crimes are
being largely overlooked, both within the country and internationally.

Peter Tatchell, London-based LGBT campaigner, has called for the
world to pay more attention to the killings. He told Index on Censorship:
"This extensive, shocking mob violence against LGBT Hondurans is
almost unreported in the rest of the world. The big international LGBT
organisations tend to focus on better-known homophobic repression in
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countries like Egypt, Russia, Iran and Uganda. What's happening in
Honduras is many times worse."

Index on Censorship magazine's deputy editor Vicky Baker explained
why it was critical for more attention to be paid to the country: "You
know you have a very serious situation on your hands when you are
researching a topic and every time you find someone you want to speak
to, you delve deeper and find they have been killed. At Index on
Censorship, we work with a lot of endangered activists and reporters, but
these threats are terrifying. Speaking out on an unpopular topic in
Honduras is like a death sentence."

Activists and journalists are in serious danger in Honduras. Index on
Censorship's report also includes an interview with Honduras's most
renowned investigative reporter, and former Index on Censorship
Freedom of Expression award nominee, Dina Meza.

The article is part of the spring issue of Index on Censorship magazine to
be published in print later this week. The edition also carries a special
report on Shakespeare, looking at how his plays have been used to
challenge power and sneak past censors around the world, from Brazil
and China to the USA and Zimbabwe.

  More information: "Rainbow warriors Attacks and killings of LGBT
activists in Honduras" ioc.sagepub.com/

Provided by SAGE

Citation: Honduras: 215 LGBT people killed in 7 years (2016, April 7) retrieved 24 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2016-04-honduras-lgbt-people-years.html

2/3

https://phys.org/tags/death/
http://ioc.sagepub.com/
https://phys.org/news/2016-04-honduras-lgbt-people-years.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://www.tcpdf.org

