
 

NASA sees Tropical Cyclone Ula weakening
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This visible image of Tropical Cyclone Ula was captured by the MODIS
instrument aboard NASA's Aqua satellite on Jan. 5, 2015 as it continued to move
west, past Fiji. Credit: NASA Goddard MODIS Rapid Response Team

Tropical Cyclone Ula continued to move west, passing south of Fiji
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when NASA's Aqua satellite passed overhead and captured an image of
the weakening storm.

The Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer or MODIS
instrument that flies aboard NASA's Aqua satellite captured a visible
image of Tropical Cyclone Ula on Jan. 5, 2015 as it continued to move
west, past Fiji in the South Pacific Ocean. The image showed bands of
thunderstorms wrapping into the low-level center from the northeast and
around the southern quadrant of the storm.

Infrared satellite imagery on Jan. 6 revealed that the thunderstorm
development has "shrunk and become more shallow," according to the
Joint Typhoon Warning Center. In the low levels of the atmosphere, dry
air from the southwest of the storm is wrapping into the core and
sapping evaporation and thunderstorm development.

At 0900 UTC (4 a.m. EST) on Jan. 6, Tropical Cyclone Ula's maximum
sustained winds had dropped to 35 knots (40 mph/62 kph) making it a
minimal tropical storm. Ula was centered near 20.3 degrees south
latitude and 176.3 east longitude, about 178 nautical miles (204
miles/329.7 km) south-southwest of Suva, Fiji. It was moving to the
northwest at 5 knots (5.7 mph/9.2 kph).

The Joint Typhoon Warning Center forecast calls for Ula to move
northwest and continue to weaken. The system is expected to dissipate
soon, but could regenerate.

Provided by NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center

Citation: NASA sees Tropical Cyclone Ula weakening (2016, January 6) retrieved 27 June 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2016-01-nasa-tropical-cyclone-ula-weakening.html

2/3

https://phys.org/news/2016-01-nasa-tropical-cyclone-ula-weakening.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://www.tcpdf.org

