
 

Astronaut Peake pays tribute to 'Starman'
Bowie from space

January 11 2016

  
 

  

In this Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015 file photo, British astronaut Tim Peake, member
of the main crew of the expedition to the International Space Station (ISS), prior
the launch of Soyuz TMA-19M space ship at the Russian leased Baikonur
cosmodrome, Kazakhstan. Messages of condolence for the late rock star David
Bowie flowed in Monday Jan. 11, 2016, from around the world - and from
space, where British astronaut Tim Peake tweeted from the International Space
Station. (AP Photo/Dmitry Lovetsky, File)
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Here he is, sitting in a tin can, far above the world—and saying goodbye
to David Bowie.

Messages of condolence for the late rock star flowed in Monday from
around the world—and from space, where British astronaut Tim Peake
tweeted from the International Space Station.

"Saddened to hear David Bowie has lost his battle with cancer - his
music was an inspiration to many," Peake wrote Monday.

The outer-space tribute seemed fitting. Unique and otherworldly, Bowie
often seemed like a creature from another planet, the "Starman" of one
of his 1970s hits.

The cosmos fascinated him from his first big hit, "Space Oddity."
Released in 1969, the year of the first moon landing, it told the story of
Major Tom, an astronaut adrift, "sitting in my tin can, far above the
world."
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In this Sept. 14, 1995, file photo, David Bowie performs during a concert in
Hartford, Conn. Bowie, the innovative and iconic singer whose illustrious career
lasted five decades, died Monday, Jan. 11, 2016, after battling cancer for 18
months. He was 69. (AP Photo/Bob Child, File)

The song caught the world's imagination again in 2013 when Canadian
astronaut Chris Hadfield strummed it on his guitar while orbiting Earth
aboard the space station. The video was viewed millions of times, and
Bowie gave the rendition his seal of approval, calling it "the most
poignant version of the song ever created."
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Hadfield tweeted Monday: "Ashes to ashes, dust to stardust. Your
brilliance inspired us all. Goodbye Starman."

© 2016 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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