
 

World's richest 10 percent produce half of
CO2, report says
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"World leaders" (from L) Angela Merkel of Germany, Xi Jinping of China,
Barack Obama of the US, Narendra Modi of India and Francois Hollande of
France gathered November 28, 2015 for breakfast with Oxfam, which released a
carbon study December 1

The richest 10 percent of people produce half of Earth's climate-
harming fossil-fuel emissions, while the poorest half contribute a mere
10 percent, British charity Oxfam said in a study released Wednesday.
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Oxfam published the numbers as negotiators from 195 countries met in
Paris to wrangle over a climate rescue pact.

Disputes over how to share responsibility for curbing greenhouse-gas
emissions and aiding climate-vulnerable countries are among the
thorniest and longest-running issues in the 25-year-old UN climate
process.

"Rich, high emitters should be held accountable for their emissions, no
matter where they live," Oxfam climate policy head Tim Gore said in a
statement.

"But it's easy to forget that rapidly developing economies are also home
to the majority of the world's very poorest people, and while they have
to do their fair share, it is rich countries that should still lead the way."

The report said that an average person among the richest one percent
emits 175 times more carbon than his or her counterpart among the
bottom 10 percent.

Rich and developing nations remain deeply divided on the issue of
"differentiation"—how to share out responsibility for curbing
greenhouse gas emissions, which derive mainly from burning coal, oil
and gas.

Developing countries say the West has polluted for much longer and
should shoulder a bigger obligation for cutting back.
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, pictured on the opening day of the
COP21 climate summit in Paris on November 30, 2015, says the debate over
how to set carbon-emissions cutback targets is "not just a question of historical
responsibility"

They also demand assurances of financing to help them shift to less-
polluting renewable energy, shore up defences against climate impacts
such as sea level rise, droughts and superstorms, and to cover damage
that cannot be avoided.

"We hope advanced nations will assume ambitious targets and pursue
them sincerely. It's not just a question of historical responsibility—they
also have the most room to make the cuts and make the strongest
impact," Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi told Monday's opening
of the summit by world leaders.
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Yet many rich nations, led by the United States, reject the idea of a
"bifurcated" approach with obligations placed on one group of countries
and not the other.

They point to the risk of carbon emissions—as measured by volume,
rather than per capita—from emernging giants such as China and India.

Oxfam said its analysis "helps dispel the myth that citizens in rapidly
developing countries are somehow most to blame for climate change."

© 2015 AFP

Citation: World's richest 10 percent produce half of CO2, report says (2015, December 2)
retrieved 5 May 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2015-12-world-richest-percent-co2.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

4/4

https://phys.org/tags/countries/
https://phys.org/tags/climate+change/
https://phys.org/news/2015-12-world-richest-percent-co2.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

