
 

Satellite video shows Hurricane Sandra
moving north along Mexico's west coast

November 25 2015, by Rob Gutro

  
 

  

NOAA's GOES-West satellite captured this view of Hurricane Sandra in infrared
light on Nov. 25 at 0600 UTC (1 a.m. EST). Credit: NASA/NOAA GOES
Project

Tropical Storm Sandra formed on Nov. 24 and by the morning of Nov.
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25 had become an Eastern Pacific Ocean late-season hurricane. NOAA's
GOES-West satellite captured imagery of the storm from the time it
developed to its status as a hurricane.

On Nov. 24, the Atmospheric Infrared Sounder (AIRS) instrument
aboard NASA's Aqua satellite captured infrared data on Tropical Storm
Sandra as it was strengthening. Cloud top temperatures near -63F/-53C
indicating powerful thunderstorms circled the center in the northern,
eastern and southern quadrants of the storm.

National Hurricane Center (NHC) Forecaster Avila noted on Nov. 25
that even though an eye is not apparent on infrared imagery, the cloud
pattern has continued to become better organized with the center of the
cyclone embedded within an area of very deep convection. The outflow
pattern continues to be established in all quadrants.

An animation of infrared and visible imagery from NOAA's GOES-
West satellite taken over the period of Nov. 23 through 25 showed Post-
tropical Storm Rick fading west of Baja California, while Hurricane
Sandra moved up along the west-central Mexican coast on Nov. 24 and
25. The 33 second video was created by the NASA/NOAA GOES
Project at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland.

At 4 a.m. EST (0900 UTC) on Wednesday, November 25, 2015 the
center of Hurricane Sandra was located near latitude 12.5 degrees north,
longitude 109.0 degrees west. That's about 545 miles (880 km)
southwest of Manzanillo, Mexico, and about 720 miles (1,160 km) south
of the southern tip of Baja California, Mexico. The estimated minimum
central pressure is 979 millibars.

Sandra was moving toward the west-northwest near 10 mph (17 kph) and
is forecast to turn toward the north on Thursday. Maximum sustained
winds have increased to near 85 mph (140 kph) and additional
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strengthening is forecast during the next 36 hours, and Sandra could
become a major hurricane later today or Thursday, Nov. 26.

NHC noted that the cyclone should turn northwestward and northward
around a ridge (elongated area of high pressure) later today, Nov. 25.
The cyclone is expected to reach the mid-latitude westerlies in about 48
hours, and it should then sharply turn to the north-northeast and
northeast toward the coast of Mexico. A landfall is currently forecast
late Friday, Nov. 27 or early Saturday, Nov. 28 Pacific Standard Time.

  
 

  

Nov. 24, NASA's Aqua satellite captured infrared data on Tropical Storm Sandra
as it was strengthening. Purple indicates cloud top temperatures near -63F/-53C

3/4

https://phys.org/tags/hurricane/


 

and powerful thunderstorms. Credit: NASA JPL, Ed Olsen

Provided by NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center
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