
 

Climate change could slash polar bear
numbers 30% by 2050
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Reproductive failure and starvation are among the dangers that follow from a
warming climate—the chief threat to the world's polar bears, whose numbers are
likely to plummet by a third before 2050

Polar bears look set to see their numbers dwindle by nearly third by mid-
century, a top conservation body said Thursday, warning climate change
poses the greatest threat to the king of the Arctic.
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The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) said a
reassessment of the status of the polar bear in its famous Red List of
threatened species confirmed the giant mammal's status as "vulnerable".

IUCN said there were currently between 22,000 and 31,000 polar bears
globally, but warned their numbers were likely to shrink fast, with the
rapid loss of their sea ice habitat due to global warming posing the
greatest threat to their existence.

"We're expecting more than a 30-percent loss over the coming 35-40
years," Dena Cator of IUCN's Species Survival Commission told AFP.

The travails of polar bears, which no longer have as many floating ocean
perches from which to hunt seals, has been well documented.

Reproductive failure, starvation

IUCN pointed out in a statement that if any more than five months out
of the year are ice-free, the bears are forced to fast for longer, "which is
likely to lead to increased reproductive failure and starvation in some
areas."

This is alarming, as recent studies show Arctic sea ice is shrinking faster
than most climate models had predicted.

Some parts of the Arctic are now expected to cross the five-month-ice-
free threshold by the middle of the century, IUCN said.
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Factfile on the polar bear species, set to lose 30 percent of its population by 2050
due to threats including global warming and loss of sea ice. 135 x 145 mm

"Based on the latest, most robust science, this assessment provides
evidence that climate change will continue to seriously threaten polar
bear survival in the future," IUCN chief Inger Andersen said in the
statement.

Warming Arctic temperatures could also reduce the habitat and increase
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the chances of disease among the species polar bears prey on, including
ice seals, it warned.

Climate change is also increasing other threats against polar bears.

The retreat of the polar ice cap has opened up sea routes through the
Arctic and has allowed more resource exploration, thus increasing
pollution.

IUCN warned that especially oil development in the region poses
numerous threats, ranging from oil spills to increased human-bear
interaction.

  
 

  

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature says there are currently
between 22,000 and 31,000 polar bears globally, but warns their numbers are
likely to shrink fast
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The polar bear is not the only species in trouble.

IUCN's updated Red List covers 79,837 assessed species, of which
23,250 are threatened with extinction.

A full 24 species were newly assessed as critically endangered and
possibly extinct, the conservationist group warned.

Eleven orchid species found only in Madagascar, as well as the Haha, a
plant native to the Hawaiian island of Kauai, and not seen since 1998,
were on the list, IUCN said.

The Arico water frog, which had been threatened in its native habitat in
Chile by water extraction for human use and cattle ranching, has also
been placed on the list, since it had not been seen since 1976, it said.
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