
 

Rare spearheads uncovered on Rottnest
Island
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Staff and students from The University of Western Australia's School of
Indigenous Studies have made a surprise discovery on an excursion to
Rottnest Island (Wadjemup), uncovering a rare nineteenth century glass
spearhead.

It's the third time in the past year that UWA staff and students have
uncovered spearheads on the island.

Earlier this year a Heritage Studies student found a glass spearhead, and
last year a staff member unearthed a ceramic one.

The spearheads are believed to have been used by Indigenous men and
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boys who were imprisoned on island between 1838 and 1931.

Records show photographs of Sunday hunting day when the Indigenous
prisoners would hunt to supplement their diet of barley, cabbage and
porridge with fish, snake and quokka.

It is believed the prisoners would find a place on top of a hill often
overlooking the mainland where they would make spear tips from scrap
pieces of glass.

Professor Len Collard from UWA's School of Indigenous Studies said
the most recent discovery occurred when the 45 students and eight staff
from the UWA School of Indigenous Studies were learning about the
history of Indigenous prisoners on the island.

"As I was digging around in the sand with my foot, something shiny
glinted in the light and I recognised the object to be a glass spearhead,"
Professor Collard said.

The group gathered around, keen to photograph the rare spearhead
which is estimated to be at least 100 years old.

"I can't say why these finds are happening,' Professor Collard said.

"It could be due to our historic knowledge of knowing what to look for,
and that artefacts may be more easily found due to soil and water erosion
over time."

"Either way, such natural discoveries illuminate the strength and
technology of our cultural heritage and are important for education today
and in future generations about our local history."

The spearhead was re-buried at Rottnest to respect the Aboriginal
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tradition of keeping artefacts found in their resting place.

"The story goes that if you take Indigenous artefacts off the island the
old people will follow them," Professor Collard said.
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