
 

India court orders truck toll to improve
Delhi's toxic air

October 6 2015

  
 

  

An Indian sweeper cleans a flyover as smog covers the New Delhi skyline

Diesel-guzzling trucks and commercial vehicles in India will soon have
to pay a surcharge for entering New Delhi, after the country's top court
Friday approved a trial plan to improve the capital's notoriously filthy
air.

Successive Delhi governments have been criticised for failing to curb
pollution from industry and chronic traffic in the city of 17 million,
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ranked as having the world's worst air quality by the World Health
Organisation.

Acting on a petitioner's plea, the Supreme Court approved an extra
charge of 700 rupees ($11) on light commercial vehicles and 1,300
rupees on large trucks entering Delhi.

The court is scheduled to pass an official order Monday on the
surcharge, which it said would apply for four months on an
"experimental basis", with no start date yet specified.

Researchers hope the toll will help to clear the capital's polluted air
before winter starts, when quality deteriorates.

Banned from the city during the day, thousands of trucks pour into Delhi
every night adding to the cocktail of smog, according to the Centre for
Science and Environment (CSE).

The independent centre says about 52,000 commercial vehicles enter the
city daily—more than double government estimates—accounting for
nearly a third of the area's total pollution levels.

Many of the trucks drive through the capital to avoid paying tolls outside
the city.
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Indian schoolchildren wear facemasks to spread awareness of the problem of air
pollution in New Delhi, after the World Health Organisation declared New Delhi
the world's most polluted capital in 2014

Friday's decision comes a month before Diwali, the Hindu festival of
light, when Delhi fills with acrid smoke from celebratory firecrackers set
off day and night, blanketing the city in an eye-burning haze.

A WHO study of 1,600 cities released last year showed Delhi had the
world's highest annual average concentration of small airborne particles
known as PM 2.5—higher even than Beijing.

These fine particles of less than 2.5 micrometres in diameter are linked
to increased rates of chronic bronchitis, lung cancer and heart disease as
they penetrate deep into the lungs and can pass into the bloodstream.

India's environment court earlier this year ordered a ban on diesel
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vehicles older than 10 years in Delhi, but the embargo has not yet been
introduced.
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