
 

Pacific leader warns Australia on climate
stance

September 8 2015

  
 

  

A community in Kiribati building a stone seawall at a coral atoll to protect its
shore against a sea level rise

Australia should consider leaving the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) if it
cannot accept the regional body's firm stance on climate change, Kiribati
President Anote Tong said Tuesday.

Tong said global warming had left small island nations fighting for their
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future and there was no room for compromise on the issue at this week's
PIF meeting in Papua New Guinea.

The 16-nation grouping consists mainly of small island nations including
Kiribati, together with Australia and New Zealand, and the two
developed nations have been accused of dragging their feet on climate
change.

Tong said the island nations wanted to send an unequivocal message
ahead of climate talks in Paris later this year that average global warming
should be limited to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) over
pre-Industrial Revolution levels.

If Australia disagreed, it should reconsider its membership of the PIF, he
said.

"It will be incumbent upon them... how relevant would their presence
be?" he told reporters.

The Kiribati leader, who last year finalised the purchase of a block of
land in Fiji in case rising tides force his people to relocate, said
compromise would be "a betrayal of trust".

"We cannot negotiate this, we cannot be bought by aid on this one," he
said.

Fiji Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama has refused to attend the PIF
while Australia and New Zealand remain full members, saying the
wealthy nations dominate the body.

Bainimarama, who has sent his foreign minister to Port Moresby in his
place, last week said Canberra and Wellington were part of a "coalition
of the selfish" that was refusing to take meaningful action on climate
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change.

He said Australia and New Zealand should be relegated from full PIF
members to "development partners", which would give them observer
status on the sidelines like the EU, China and India.

The PIF in recent years has taken a leading role in raising global
awareness about climate change, with member nations bearing the brunt
of its impact even though their carbon emissions are minute.

For more than a decade, its annual summit has heard details of eroding
coastlines, increasingly destructive storms and crops ruined by
encroaching seawater.

Island leaders have described the UN-brokered COP21 talks in Paris in
December as the last chance for the world to reach a binding agreement
that can secure their future.
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