
 

Peat fires in Sumatra strengthen in El Nino
years

August 21 2015, by Lynn Jenner
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NASA's Aqua satellite collected this natural-color image with the Moderate
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Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer, MODIS, instrument on June 05, 2013.
Actively burning areas, detected by MODIS's thermal bands, are outlined in red.
NASA image courtesy Jeff Schmaltz LANCE/EOSDIS MODIS Rapid Response
Team, GSFC. Caption by Lynn Jenner Credit: Jeff Schmaltz LANCE/EOSDIS
MODIS Rapid Response Team, GSFC.

Sumatra's burning again and the El Nino event that is occurring this year
is partially to blame for the proliferation of the blazes.

El Nino events bring drier weather to Indonesia and with it, a rise in the
number of forest fires that break out. Many of the wildfires occur on
land that has deep reserves of peat, which is rich in carbon. These fires
produce huge plumes of dark smoke, insidious carbon dioxide, and other
greenhouse emissions that contribute to the current climate change crisis.

Sumatra, Indonesia might seem a world away but the smoke from the
fires there tends to travel along the jetstreams bringing that smoke and
its accompanying degraded air quality across the globe.

Many of the fires on the island are due to farmers clearing their land for
agricultural reasons. These fires which can usually be contained outgrow
their boundaries and become raging infernos more often during the drier
seasons. These types of fires are illegal in Sumatra but are still used by
the subsistance farmers as they have for thousands of years.
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