
 

NASA's RapidScat sees Hurricane
Guillermo's strongest winds on western side

August 3 2015

  
 

  

RapidScat gathered data on Guillermo on Sunday, Aug. 2, 2015, at 12 a.m. EDT
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and saw strongest winds near 30 meters per second (67 mph/108 kph) on the
western side of the storm. Credit: NASA JPL, Doug Tyler

As Hurricane Guillermo continued moving toward the Hawaiian Islands,
NASA's RapidScat instrument that flies aboard the International Space
Station analyzed its surface winds. RapidScat found the strongest winds
were on the western side of the storm facing the Hawaiian Islands and
helping generate rough surf along eastern-facing shores.

RapidScat gathered data on Guillermo on Sunday, Aug. 2, 2015, at 4
p.m. UTC (12 a.m. EDT). At that time the strongest winds were
measured near 30 meters per second (67 mph/108 kph) on the western
side of the storm. On Aug. 3, hurricane force winds extended outward
up to 35 miles (55 km) from the center and tropical storm force winds
extend outward up to 130 miles (215 km).

Guillermo continues to kick up rough surf along east facing shores of the
Hawaiian Islands.

At 5 a.m. EDT (0900 UTC) on Aug. 3, the center of Hurricane
Guillermo was located near latitude 16.2 north...longitude 145.4 west.
That puts Guillermo's center about 680 miles (1,095 km) east-southeast
of Hilo, Hawaii, and 890 miles (1,430 km) east-southeast of Honolulu.
Maximum sustained winds are near 75 mph (120 kph) and the National
Hurricane Center expects the storm to steadily weaken over the next
couple of days.

Guillermo was moving toward the west-northwest near 10 mph (17 kph)
and this motion is expected to continue over the next couple of days with
a slight shift toward the west. The estimated minimum central pressure is
990 millibars.
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At 1200 UTC (8 a.m. EDT), Aug. 3, NOAA's GOES-West satellite
captured an infrared image of Guillermo. Guillermo appeared somewhat
elongated in the image, and there was no eye visible.

Guillermo is continuing to move west-northwest and is expected to
continue weakening as it runs into increasingly unfavorable atmospheric
conditions. The Central Pacific Hurricane Center noted that Guillermo is
expected to move near or possibly over the Hawaiian islands on
Wednesday, Aug. 5 and Thursday, Aug. 6. For daily forecasts, visit: 
http://www.prh.noaa.gov
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