
 

El Nino could be strongest in modern history:
US
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El Nino comes with a warming in sea surface temperatures in the equatorial
Pacific

The El Nino weather phenomenon that began this year could be among
the strongest in 65 years, US government scientists said Thursday.

El Nino comes with a warming in sea surface temperatures in the
equatorial Pacific, and can cause unusually heavy rains in some parts of
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the world and drought elsewhere.

This year's El Nino began in March and is forecast to last about a year.
Authorities in Australia have already predicted it would be "strong" and
"substantial."

That trend is still expected to continue, said Mike Halpert, deputy
director of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's
Climate Prediction Center, on a conference call with reporters to discuss
the US agency's latest forecast, released Thursday.

"What is new this month is we are predicting that this El Nino could be
among the strongest El Ninos in the historical record dating back to
1950," said Halpert.

The reason for the forecast is the finding that three months of average 
sea surface temperatures in a key part of the equatorial Pacific "could
potentially reach or even exceed two degrees Celsius above normal,
which is 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit above normal, a value that we have only
recorded three times in the last 65 years," he said.

Such temperatures were previously seen in the 1972-73 season, 1982-83
and 1997-98.

The southern United States from Florida to central California may
expect higher than normal levels of precipitation, as can the US East
coast as far north as New England, Halpert said.

The northern Rockies, Great Lakes, Hawaii and western Alaska may be
dryer and warmer than normal, he added.

Even though forecasts of rain will be welcome in drought-ravaged
California, Halpert said it would not be enough to refill the state's
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reservoirs.

"One season of above average rain and snow is very unlikely to erase
four years of drought," he said.

The last El Nino, five years ago, had a major impact: it triggered
monsoons in Southeast Asia, droughts in southern Australia, the
Philippines and Ecuador, blizzards in the United States, heatwaves in
Brazil and killer floods in Mexico.

© 2015 AFP

Citation: El Nino could be strongest in modern history: US (2015, August 13) retrieved 26 April
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2015-08-el-nino-strongest-modern-history.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2015-08-el-nino-strongest-modern-history.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

