
 

Image: Smoke fills Alaskan skies from scores
of wildfires

July 7 2015, by Lynn Jenner

  
 

  

Credit: Jeff Schmaltz, MODIS Rapid Response Team

Alaska currently has 21 separate incidents listed in the Inciweb database
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ranging in size from 104,218 acres down to 212 acres.

The satellite image taken by the Moderate Resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer (MODIS) aboard the Aqua satellite on July 05, 2015
shows decidedly more than 21 actively burning areas.

Actively burning areas, detected by MODIS's thermal bands, are
outlined in red. MODIS' fire detection map for July 06, 2015, however,
shows hundreds of fires across the state.

According to the legend on the map, though, many of these fires have
been detected in the last six hours.

The clouds that cover parts of Alaska to the west are tinged with brown
as the smoke rises and mixes with the clouds.
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