
 

Tropical storm Carlos lingering off Mexico's
southwestern coast
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On June 12 at 15:00 UTC (11:00 a.m. EDT) NOAA's GOES-West satellite
captured this visible image of Tropical Storm Carlos off the coast of
southwestern Mexico. Credit: NASA/NOAA GOES Project

NOAA's GOES-West satellite is keeping an eye on slowly developing
tropical storm Carlos as it lingers of the southwestern coast of Mexico.
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Carlos became the third tropical storm of the Eastern Pacific Ocean
season on June 11 when Tropical Depression 03E intensified.

On June 12 at 15:00 UTC (11:00 a.m. EDT) NOAA's GOES-West
satellite captured a visible image of tropical storm Carlos that showed
bands of thunderstorms being pushed south and west of the center as a
result of northeasterly wind shear. Clouds and showers in the northern
quadrant of the storm were lacking. The image was created by the
NASA/NOAA GOES Project at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center,
Greenbelt, Md.

At 11 a.m. EDT on June 12, the National Hurricane Center noted that a
tropical storm watch is in effect from Acapulco to Zihuatanejo. A
tropical storm watch means that tropical storm conditions are possible
within the watch area, in this case within 36-48 hours. Tropical storm
conditions are possible within the watch area by Saturday night, June 13.
Locally heavy rains could spread over portions of the southern coast of
Mexico, primarily in the states of Oaxaca and Guerrero, during the next
couple of days.

On June 12 at 11 a.m. EDT, tropical storm Carlos' maximum sustained
winds were near 60 mph (95 kph). Carlos was centered near latitude 14.7
North, longitude 100.7 West. That puts the center of the storm about 160
miles (260 km) south-southwest of Acapulco, Mexico, and about 215
miles (345 km) south-southeast of Zihuatanejo, Mexico.

Carlos was stationary and is expected to move slowly northwest over the
next couple of days. The estimated minimum central pressure is 997
millibars.

Ocean swells associated with Carlos are expected to increase near the
coast of southern Mexico during the next few days. These swells could
cause life-threatening surf and rip current conditions.
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Forecaster Blake at the National Hurricane Center noted that 'Carlos
continues to be affected by northeasterly shear with the center on the
north side of the convection. While an overnight microwave pass showed
some increase in organization of the inner core, radar from Acapulco
and the latest satellite images suggest that the system has become less
organized since then.'

According to the National Hurricane Center (NHC), during the next day
or two, the northeasterly shear is forecast to persist, so only a gradual
intensification of Carlos is anticipated. Carlos is expected to become a
hurricane over the weekend. For updated forecasts, visit NHC: 
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov.
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