
 

Cambodia trains rats to detect landmines

June 19 2015

Cambodia is training an elite squad of rats, imported from Africa, to
sniff out landmines and other unexploded ordnance in the once war-
wracked kingdom, authorities said on Friday.

A team of 15 rats, some weighing up to 1.2 kilograms, were imported
from Tanzania in April with the help of a Belgian non-governmental
organisation, which trains rats to sniff out mines, Heng Ratana, director
general of Cambodian Mine Action Center (CMAC), told AFP.

"If the rats pass the test, we will use them... if they are not qualified, we
will end the program," Ratana told AFP.

He said there have been claims of success in using rats to sniff
landmines—as well as detect tuberculosis—in several African countries
including Tanzania, Mozambique and Angola.

The rats are now being trained by experts in northwestern Siem Reap
province, home to Cambodia's famed Angkor temples complex.

But one of the rodents has already died probably because of the change
in climate, he said.

Experts plan to begin testing the rats over the next few weeks.

The rodents will be put through their paces on a number of tasks,
including to establish if they can sense all types of mine, whether they
can detect buried ordnance and how fast they work, he said.
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"They will test the rats in actual landmine fields," he said.

"At this stage, it is too early to say if we can use the rats," Ratana said,
adding that two Cambodian mine experts had been trained in Tanzania
and they were now sharing their expertise with their colleagues.

Nearly three decades of civil war gripped Cambodia from the 1960s,
leaving the poverty-stricken nation both one of the most heavily bombed
and heavily mined countries in the world.

Last month, a new Cambodian underwater demining team pulled an
American-made bomb from the Mekong River for the first time as the
country battles the wartime legacy of unexploded mines that have killed
thousands—detonating when trodden on.

Teams of deminers face the unenviable task of trying to locate and
safeguard huge quantities of unexploded ordnance that has killed nearly
20,000 people and wounded double that number since 1979.

According to Cambodian government statistics, 154 people were killed
or injured by leftover mines in 2014, and 111 the year before.

© 2015 AFP

Citation: Cambodia trains rats to detect landmines (2015, June 19) retrieved 20 March 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2015-06-cambodia-rats-landmines.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/tags/rats/
https://phys.org/news/2015-06-cambodia-rats-landmines.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

