
 

How the presence of conservation researchers
affects wildlife

May 12 2015

In a study that compared three sites within the Dja Conservation
Complex in Cameroon, Africa, investigators found that the presence of a
conservation research project acts as a deterrent to chimpanzee and
gorilla poachers, and community awareness and involvement in research
lead to an increased value of apes and intact forests to local people, thus
limiting hunting practices.

The results provide evidence that the mere existence of research
programs exerts a positive impact on the conservation of wildlife in their
natural habitats.

"It's important to recognize the effectiveness of such small-scale 
conservation efforts, and in today's world, it's particularly relevant to
protect wild great ape populations living in human-dominated
landscapes, as so much of their ranges are under pressure by people,"
said Dr. Nikki Tagg, lead author of the Animal Conservation study.
"With the right management, coexistence can be possible, and this may
help secure a future for these species."

  More information: Tagg, N., Willie, J., Duarte, J., Petre, C.-A. and
Fa, J. E. (2015), Conservation research presence protects: a case study of
great ape abundance in the Dja region, Cameroon. Animal Conservation. 
DOI: 10.1111/acv.12212

1/2

https://phys.org/tags/conservation/
https://phys.org/tags/natural+habitats/
https://phys.org/tags/conservation+efforts/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/acv.12212


 

Provided by Wiley

Citation: How the presence of conservation researchers affects wildlife (2015, May 12) retrieved
19 April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2015-05-presence-affects-wildlife.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2015-05-presence-affects-wildlife.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

