
 

Ecuador seizes 200,000 shark fins

May 28 2015

  
 

  

Shark fins, like these pictured in Indonesia, are coveted in Asia for medicinal
and cooking uses

Ecuador seized around 200,000 shark fins and arrested three suspected
traffickers at the country's main fishing port, the government said
Wednesday.

Interior Minister Jose Serrano announced the seizure on Twitter, posting
pictures of rows, piles and bags of the dark-colored shark fins.
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Shark fins are coveted in Asia for medicinal and cooking uses. Their
trade is banned in Ecuador.

Ecuadorian authorities reported that at least 300,000 sharks were killed
by the traffickers, in one of the most serious environmental crimes
reported in the country in years.

The shark fins were seized in several operations in the port city of
Manta. Police did not say how long ago the fins were harvested.
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