
 

Development decisions made today will
fundamentally alter Africa's ecological
future
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Fisherman on Lake Malawi. Credit: WWF / Sandra MBANEFO OBIAGO

WWF and the African Development Bank today launched the 2015
African Ecological Futures report, highlighting a development path that
can bring long-term well-being and prosperity while valuing and
safeguarding Africa's rich natural resources.

Released during the African Development Bank's 50th Annual Meetings
in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, the report makes the case for sustainable
growth that understands and responds to the erosion of Africa's
ecological base – and values natural resources as a critical foundation for
future sustainable development in Africa.
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Decision-makers from across Africa are being urged to get involved in
actively creating the continent's sustainable future. The 2015 African
Ecological Futures report shines a spotlight on environmental pressures
and identifies emerging scenarios as a means to engage governments,
business leaders and civil society in examining the social, economic and
environmental implications of potential trajectories inherent for Africa
today.

"Africa has a huge and diverse natural resource base as well as a rich
ecosystem suited for economic development," said Donald Kaberuka,
outgoing African Development Bank President and Marco Lambertini,
WWF International Director General in a joint statement.

"Africa's economic growth is already a defining global story and likely to
remain so for the rest of the 21st century. As the continent embraces
improved prospects of growth in the coming decades, we need to
interrogate the extent to which Africa's growth is contributing to
improvements in livelihoods and reduction in poverty, as well as its
overall sustainability."
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African lion, Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya. Credit: naturepl.com /
Anup Shah / WWF

Outgoing African Development Bank President Donald Kaberuka was
also honoured today with a WWF Leader for a Living Planet award,
presented to him in Abidjan by Marco Lambertini, in recognition of his
bold steps to mainstream sustainability concerns and champion the fight
against illicit wildlife trade during his tenure at the African Development
Bank.

  More information: The report is available online: 
d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/ … g____final__1__1.pdf
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http://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/wwf___afdb_african_futures_report__eng____final__1__1.pdf
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