
 

Comcast announces super-fast Internet in
Tenn., mum on cost

May 7 2015, byErik Schelzig

Comcast says it is bringing its super-fast Internet service to Nashville,
but won't say how much it will cost to install or subscribe.

The company announced Wednesday it will offer residential customers
fiber optic service of two gigabits per second—or twice the speed of
what is currently offered by some municipal electric providers and by
Google. The tech giant's high-speed Internet service, Google Fiber,
earlier this year announced it will expand to four metro areas in the
southeastern U.S., including Nashville.

Comcast previously announced it will offer its Gigabit Pro service in
Chattanooga, Atlanta and in Florida and California. The company says
the service will roll out to 18 million homes by the end of this year.

Comcast has been among cable TV and Internet providers fighting the
expansion of municipal broadband in cities like Chattanooga. The
Federal Communications Commission voted in March to override state
laws blocking the expansion of municipal broadband.

But state lawmakers this year punted on legislation seeking to bring
Tennessee into line with the FCC ruling, and state Attorney General
Herbert Slatery has filed a legal challenge with the 6th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals, arguing that the FCC has "unlawfully inserted itself
between the state of Tennessee and the state's own subdivisions."

Google Fiber in its current markets waives a $300 construction fee for

1/2

https://phys.org/tags/metro+areas/


 

customers who commit to a full year of service.

Comcast in its release said that two-gigabit service will be available to
homes "within close proximity" of its existing fiber network, and that the
upgrade will require professional-grade equipment to be installed. A
spokeswoman said pricing will be made public closer to when the service
is launched later this month.

AT&T has also said it plans to bring gigabit-speed service to Nashville,
but has not said when.

Through a combination of political will and federal stimulus money,
Chattanooga became the first U.S. city to broadly offer a gigabit per
second internet speeds—nearly 50 times the national broadband average.

According to the FCC, the average broadband speed in 2013 was 21.2
megabits per second. A gigabit equals 1,000 megabits.

In Chattanooga, which now markets itself "Gig City," officials originally
charged $350 a month for the gigabit service. But once they cut the cost
to $70 per month, subscriptions leapt from fewer than 100 to more than
4,700. Another 55,000 residential customers get the cheaper
100-megabyte service.

© 2015 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: Comcast announces super-fast Internet in Tenn., mum on cost (2015, May 7) retrieved
23 April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2015-05-comcast-super-fast-internet-tenn-mum.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://phys.org/news/2015-05-comcast-super-fast-internet-tenn-mum.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

