
 

Pesticide pollution in water is rare, but can
be severe: global study
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A global study of pesticides in streams and waterways released on April 13, 2015
found that such pollution is rare, but when found it exceeded regulatory limits
about half the time

 A global study of pesticides in streams and waterways released Monday
found that such pollution is rare, but when found it exceeded regulatory
limits about half the time.

1/3



 

The study in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences was
based on a review of more than 800 studies conducted in 73 countries
over the past five decades.

Of the some 2,500 aquatic sites covered, just 2.6 percent of the samples
contained measurable levels of insecticides.

Researchers looked for 28 commonly used insecticides representing all
major insecticide classes.

"At the sites containing insecticides, 52.4 percent of the detections
exceeded regulatory thresholds," said the findings.

The study was led by Sebastian Stehle and Ralf Schulz at the Institute for
Environmental Sciences at University Koblenz-Landau in Germany.

"Threshold level exceedances were high even in highly regulated
countries and were pronounced for new-generation insecticides."

Researchers warned that the high levels of pesticide contamination they
did find "constitutes an excessive threat to aquatic biodiversity," said the
study.

"Overall, our analysis suggests that fundamental revisions of current
regulatory procedures and pesticide application practices are needed to
reverse the global environmental impacts of agrochemical-based high-
intensity agriculture."

  More information: Agricultural insecticides threaten surface waters at
the global scale, PNAS, www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1500232112
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https://phys.org/tags/insecticides/
http://www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1500232112


 

Citation: Pesticide pollution in water is rare, but can be severe: global study (2015, April 13)
retrieved 26 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2015-04-pesticide-pollution-rare-severe-global.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2015-04-pesticide-pollution-rare-severe-global.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

