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Energy Department to spend $200 million on
new supercomputer

April 9 2015

The U.S. Department of Energy announced Thursday that it will give
Argonne National Laboratory $200 million to make the Chicago-area
home to a high-performance supercomputer that is five to seven times
faster than current top supercomputers.

"The Aurora supercomputer will advance low-carbon energy
technologies and our fundamental understanding of the universe,"
Undersecretary for Science and Energy Lynn Orr said in a statement.
Aurora will be available for scientific use in 2019 and use Intel Corp.
system framework.

The goal is to build a supercomputer that will help the U.S. compete
internationally with other next-generation computing efforts and ensure
the United States' economic and national security, agency officials said.
The agency said Aurora specifically will be able to help develop
materials that will lead to more powerful and efficient batteries and solar
panels. Its other research areas include biological science, transportation
and renewable energy.

Argonne National Laboratory is an Energy Department research center
located about 25 miles west of Chicago.

The award is the third and final part of the $525 million Collaboration of
Oak Ridge, Argonne, and Lawrence Livermore, or CORAL, initiative
that started in November. The Energy Department previously announced
$325 million to build supercomputers its laboratories in Oak Ridge,
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Tennessee, and Lawrence Livermore in Livermore, California.
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