
 

Tracking bald eagles in coastal North
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Left to right; Dr. Joni Gnyp, Roland Kays, Lindsay Addison of Audubon North
Carolina, and Ted Simons attach a solar GPS telemetry tag to an immature bald
eagle. Credit: Rob Nelson of UntamedScience.com

Few animals capture the public imagination like the bald eagle. But
despite their status as a national emblem, we still have a lot to learn
about their behavior in the wild. Now NC State researchers are part of a
team that's using state-of-the-art GPS transmitters and the Movebank
animal tracking database to study bald eagle movements in coastal North
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Carolina.

The work is being led by NC State faculty Ted Simons, who is part of
the NC Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, and Roland Kays,
who has a joint appointment at the NC Museum of Natural Sciences.

The current project began with an immature bald eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus), which was rescued by Dr. Joni Gnyp of the Cape Fear
Raptor Center in 2014. The two-year-old female eagle, nicknamed
"Yangchen," was weak and emaciated when recovered – and subsequent
analyses by Shea Tuberty at Appalachian State University indicated
relatively high levels of zinc and lead in the bird's blood.

After being nursed back to health, Yangchen was fitted with a 48-gram
solar-powered GPS transmitter and released in early January 2015.

Since her release, Yangchen has moved between Wilmington and
Albemarle Sound, focusing her activity near Bath and Aurora, North
Carolina, where she is making extensive use of reclaimed phosphate pits
and catfish ponds in the area.

Recent maps of the bird's movements are available to the public and
updated four times a day by Movebank.  The scientists are hoping to
track the immature bird to follow migratory movements, pair formation,
and nesting behavior over the next several years.
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https://phys.org/tags/bald+eagle/
https://www.movebank.org/panel_embedded_movebank_webapp?gwt_fragment=page%253Dsearch_map_linked%252CindividualIds%253D48189779*%252Clat%253D35.4630859003334%252Clon%253D-77.19293340000002%252Cz%253D8


 

  

Map of Yanchen’s movements. Credit: Movebank.
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