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Federal Communications Commisison (FCC) Chairman Tom Wheeler testifies
on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, March 17, 2015, before the House
Oversight and Government Reform Committee hearing on net neutrality. A
decision to impose tough new regulations on cable and wireless companies that
provide Internet service to Americans wasn't influenced by politics, a top U.S.
regulator told House lawmakers on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Lauren Victoria Burke)

A decision to impose tough new regulations on cable and wireless
companies that provide Internet service to Americans wasn't influenced
by politics, a top U.S. regulator told House lawmakers on Tuesday.
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Tom Wheeler, the chairman of the Federal Communications
Commission, was responding to criticism from congressional
Republicans who say President Barack Obama unfairly inserted himself
into the decision made by the independent regulator.

"There were no secret instructions from the White House," Wheeler told
the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee. "I did not, as
CEO of an independent agency, feel obligated to follow the president's
recommendation."

Wheeler said he did take note last fall after Obama called for Internet
service to be regulated more heavily. Obama's remarks put "wind in the
sails" for proponents of the regulations. But for his purposes, Wheeler
said he was most concerned about the "potential impact" on the financial
health of industry. And after Obama called for the new restrictions, the
market didn't react negatively, Wheeler said.

"An interesting result of the president's statement was the absence of a
reaction from the capital markets," Wheeler said.

Lawmakers are getting their chance this week to weigh in on the "net
neutrality" debate that has pitted Internet activists against big cable
companies and prompted a record number of public comments filed to
U.S. regulators.
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The issue requires lawmakers to walk a delicate political line: Many
consumers want to keep the power of cable and wireless providers in
check, and they oppose the idea of paid fast lanes on the Internet. But
service providers say the latest plan endorsed by the FCC will become a
regulatory land mine that will discourage investment.

The House hearing on Tuesday was the first on the subject since the
FCC voted last month to put the Internet in the same regulatory camp as
the telephone, using the 1934 Communications Act. This means that
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whenever a company provides an Internet connection, it has to act in the
public interest and not do anything considered "unjust or unreasonable."

The goal is to prevent Internet service providers like Comcast, Sprint and
T-Mobile from blocking or slowing data that moves across its networks.
The idea is known as "net neutrality" because it suggests providers
should remain agnostic about web traffic instead of capitalizing on it by
creating fast lanes and charging "tolls" to content providers like Netflix
and Amazon.

  
 

  

House Oversight and Government Reform Committee Chairman Rep, Jason
Chaffetz, R-Utah listens as Federal Communication Commission (FCC)
Chairman Tom Wheeler testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, March
17, 2015, during the committee's hearing on net neutrality. A decision to impose
tough new regulations on cable and wireless companies that provide Internet
service to Americans wasn't influenced by politics, a top U.S. regulator told
House lawmakers on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Lauren Victoria Burke)
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The FCC's 3-2 vote along partisan lines was cheered by consumer and
Internet activists. They say the move is critical to protecting the Internet
as Americans have always known it—an open architecture that allows
anyone to offer web-based services without having to first get
permission from service providers.

But cable and wireless companies have threatened to sue, saying that a
1930s regulation shouldn't apply to the Internet.
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provide Internet service to Americans wasn't influenced by politics, a top U.S.
regulator told House lawmakers on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Lauren Victoria Burke)
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