
 

Image: Taking a closer look at Orion after
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Engineers across the country have been busy taking a closer look at
NASA's Orion spacecraft and the data it produced during its successful
flight test in December 2014. Inside the Launch Abort System Facility at
NASA's Kennedy Space Center in Florida, Orion was lifted using a
special crane for removal of its heat shield on Feb. 13, 2015.
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In the background, technicians move the heat shield on a work stand.
The spacecraft's heat shield protected Orion as it reentered Earth's
atmosphere at searing temperatures. Removing the back shell allows the
team to get a closer look at Orion's systems to see how they fared during
the trip to space. The heat shield was removed in preparation for
shipment to NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville,
Alabama, where special equipment will be used to remove its ablative
material. From there, the heat shield will be shipped to NASA's Langley
Research Center in Hampton, Virginia, where it will be outfitted on a
test article for water impact testing.

Meanwhile, NASA and Lockheed Martin, the prime contractor for
Orion, continue to take a look at the data the flight test produced to
validate pre-flight models and improve the spacecraft's design. Analysis
of data obtained during its two-orbit, four-and-a-half hour mission Dec.
5 will provide engineers detailed information on how the spacecraft
fared.
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