
 

New report brings pre-2020 actions into
sharp focus
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As UN climate negotiators in Geneva today focus on emissions
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reductions in the pre-2020 period, a new WWF report outlines the
immediate mitigation measures that can be taken in 10 countries.

The WWF report, Crossing the Divide: How to Close the Emissions
Abyss, shows how key countries can begin work now to close the
'gigatonne gap'.

Tasneem Essop, WWF's head of delegation to the UN climate
negotiations says there are plenty of ways governments around the world
can limit their pre-2020 emissions. "These range from scrapping coal-
fired power stations and increasing renewables to improving energy
efficiency, strengthening emissions targets and addressing
deforestation."

The urgency to act is highlighted by the scientific evidence outlined in
the latest IPCC report that made it clear that emissions have to peak
within the pre-2020 period and sharply decline after that.

The WWF report aims to keep focus on the critical period leading to
when a new climate agreement would take hold in 2020.

"With all eyes on the deal to be agreed in Paris this year that focuses on
the post-2020 period, there is a danger that we shift our attention and
delay taking action pre-2020.

"We can't just allow emissions figures to drift ever upwards, otherwise
long-term targets will become even harder to meet. We need the world's
governments to show leadership, foresight and determination and to start
making urgent changes right now.

"We hope negotiators take time to read the report and be reminded and
inspired to act decisively to unlock the development and economic
benefits through reducing emissions now," Essop said.
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https://phys.org/tags/report/
https://phys.org/tags/emissions+targets/
https://phys.org/tags/emissions/


 

  More information: The report is available online: 
d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/ … /closingtheabyss.pdf

Provided by WWF

Citation: New report brings pre-2020 actions into sharp focus (2015, February 12) retrieved 25
April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2015-02-pre-actions-sharp-focus.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/closingtheabyss.pdf
https://phys.org/news/2015-02-pre-actions-sharp-focus.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

