
 

EU police operation takes down malicious
computer network
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In this Friday, Jan. 16, 2015 file photo, a man walks past the European police
agency Europol in The Hague, Netherlands. The head of European Union police
organization Europol said at a meeting on Monday, Feb. 23, 2015 that
intelligence and law enforcement agencies across the continent have to co-
operate better to fight against the threat of terrorism. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong,
File)

(AP)—European police have taken down a computer network that used
malicious software to infect more than 3 million computers worldwide
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and steal personal data, banking details and passwords.

European Union police coordination agency Europol said in a statement
Wednesday that the network, known as the Ramnit botnet, was
dismantled in an operation Tuesday by cybercrime experts coordinated
from Europol's headquarters in The Hague.

The operation involving investigators from Germany, Italy, the
Netherlands and Britain along with representatives from companies
including Microsoft and Symantec shut down control servers and
redirected Internet domain addresses used by the network's criminal
operators.

Symantec says in a statement that the network had been operating for at
least five years and "evolved into a major criminal enterprise" that
defrauded large numbers of victims.
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