
 

Bitter cold temperatures following the latest
winter storm

February 18 2015, byJonathan Drew And Meredith Somers

  
 

  

Charlie Perkins gets a ride on a snow disc from his father, David, as they speed
down a snow-covered street, Tuesday, Feb 17, 2015, in Roanoke, Va. A winter
storm blasted parts of the Mid-Atlantic and the South on Tuesday, creating
treacherous road conditions and leaving hundreds of thousands without power.
(AP Photo/The Roanoke Times, Don Petersen)

For the South, the storm that dumped a foot of snow in some places was
only the beginning. Temperatures in the teens will grip the region over
the next few days, freezing and refreezing the snow and ice, making the
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roads as hazardous as they were during the height of the storm.

The refreeze has already played out over and over in New England,
where mountains of snow are piled high. Here's a look at how people are
handling the winter weather:

___

DON'T JUMP

Boston residents overwhelmed by massive snowfalls the last month have
been recording videos of themselves jumping out of windows and into
snowbanks, and Mayor Marty Walsh wants them to cut it out.

Walsh chastised thrill-seekers who've been filming themselves
performing the frosty feat and then posting the videos on social media
websites.

Walsh says, "It's a foolish thing to do, and you could kill yourself."

He says Boston "isn't Loon Mountain," a New Hampshire ski resort. He
said Monday the stunts are dangerous as city workers struggle to clear
snow-clogged streets and deal with snowbanks 10 feet high.

___

COMMUTING NIGHTMARE

There appears to be no end in sight to the commuting woes in greater
Boston, which has seen unprecedented snowfalls totaling nearly 8 feet
this winter.

Transit officials warn the system won't run normally for at least a
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month—and much longer if the region is hit with more significant
snowfall. Areas of southern New England could see light snows
Wednesday and Thursday; forecasters are also eying another storm this
weekend.

Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker said Tuesday he's working more
closely with the MTBA, an independent transit agency. He's also
requested meetings with Keolis, the private company that provides
commuter rail service for the MBTA, amid complaints of widespread
delays in that system.

The MBTA has been severely hampered by persistent snow and ice,
leading to long delays and outright cancellations for commuter, subway
and even Amtrak trains for much of the past three weeks. Highways are
also jammed with more cars than usual in the notoriously traffic-clogged
region as riders try and avoid the transit problems.

___

DOGGONE IT

Here's an upside to all this snow: It was so deep in Troy, New
Hampshire, that residents were finally able to capture a black Labrador
retriever that had been on the lam for three years.

The wily female pup, who's 3 or 4 years old, had been spotted regularly,
but nobody could get close enough for a grab. That changed on Sunday
night when Courtney Davis and his girlfriend, Tiffany Bennett, spotted
her running from an abandoned trailer. Hampered by deep, fluffy snow
after a series of heavy storms, the dog couldn't get away again.

Carl Patten Jr., who's been keeping the pooch in his heated garage since
then, said Tuesday that he's using two collars on her: one a harness and
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the other around her neck, just to be safe.

"It's like Houdini, this dog," Patten said.

___

ROOF RAGE

Massachusetts officials are stepping up warnings about the potential for
roofs to collapse under the weight of snow that has built up in recent
weeks.

Public Safety Commissioner Thomas Gatzunis said Tuesday that owners
of residential and commercial buildings should be aware of signs of
stress on roofs, including ceilings that are sagging or developing cracks.

Other signs could include popping or cracking sounds from the roof or
attic area, and doors or windows that either won't open or suddenly open
on their own.
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Jamie Treiver, left, Carrie Warner and Camdyn Lockley enjoy a sled ride at Jim
Barnett Park, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2015 in Winchester, Va. A winter storm blasted
parts of the Mid-Atlantic and the South on Tuesday, creating treacherous road
conditions and leaving hundreds of thousands without power. (AP Photo/The
Winchester Star, Jeff Taylor)

Numerous partial roof collapses have been reported in the state but no
serious injuries to date.

While most of the snow has fallen so far has been powdery, Gatzunis
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says any rain or wet snow in the future could dramatically add to the
weight on roofs.

___

PIPING COLD

The Baltimore City Department of Public Works says crews are
struggling to keep up with water outages caused by frozen pipes as bitter
cold continues to grip central Maryland.

Maintenance crews from the Bureau of Water and Wastewater are
working 12-hour shifts to deal with outages caused by leaks and breaks
in water mains. The department has also hired private contractors to help
with the workload.

The department has gotten more than 1,000 calls since Sunday reporting
outages.

___

COLD CARNIVAL

If there was a theme for this year's Mardi Gras costumes in New
Orleans, it was 'Brrrrr.'

Despite the chilly temperatures, the crowds were thick Tuesday. Tutus
were worn over jeans and many costumes, such as clowns or animals,
were baggy enough to cover sweat shirts.

Erin Buran, of New Orleans, wore a white jacket and feathery angel 
wings.
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"My angel wings have tequila in them," she said, showing the
mouthpiece of a hydration backpack covered by the wings.

___

ICE BABY

Some things just won't wait, as Jerry Nuesell can attest.

With his wife 33 weeks pregnant, the couple was headed to the doctor's
office when Lisa's contractions led them to UNC Hospitals for the
arrival of their first born, a boy.

"Turned out the little fellow was ready to make an appearance much
sooner than we planned," Nuesell said Tuesday.

___

  
 

  

7/13



 

Men walk past one another on a snowy sidewalk, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2015, in
Baltimore. Tens of thousands of people in the Mid-Atlantic region stayed home
as government offices shut down following a winter storm, leaving the roads and
sidewalks in the nation's capital and its suburbs looking desolate. (AP
Photo/Patrick Semansky)

NO TOURISTS—PLEASE

The tourism office of Ithaca, New York, is waving the white flag,
advising visitors on its website to check out the Florida Keys instead.

VisitIthaca.com's home page displays sunny photos from Florida and
provides links to Florida Keys information.

The top of the page reads: "That's it. We surrender. Winter, you win.
Key West anyone?"

Ithaca and the rest of upstate New York have been in the grips of a
snowy and brutally cold winter.

___

SNOWBALL FIGHT

Even though the snow in D.C. wasn't ideal for a fight, people showed up
anyway, some in costumes and battle gear. One wore a ski helmet and
goggles, another had on a giraffe costume, and one wore a Captain
America shirt and carried a shield.

"It's not really snowball material. You can kind of get one, but it's a lot
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of squeezing," said Reco Thomas, of Alexandria, Virginia, as she tried to
compact fluffy snow.

Rob Grell, a George Washington University medical student dressed as
Batman, carried fellow student Shaunak Mulani on his shoulders as
people pelted the two of them.

  
 

  

A man rides a bike past ice-coated trees and plants on University Avenue,
Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2015, in Oxford, Miss. A snow and ice storm blasted parts of
the Mid-Atlantic and the South on Tuesday, creating treacherous road conditions
and leaving hundreds of thousands without power. (AP Photo/The Oxford Eagle,
Bruce Newman)
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"This is overall just a fine time," Mulani said as he shook off snow.

___

EXECUTIVE ORDERS

The winter storm that buried Kentucky in snow has prompted Gov. Steve
Beshear to issue two executive orders aimed at protecting consumers
from price gouging and making sure families have access to needed
prescription medicines.

Beshear said Tuesday the orders are meant to ensure Kentuckians pay
fair prices for products like gasoline and won't have to worry about
skipping doses of medicine.

  
 

  

Traffic moves slowly along an icy Interstate 485 at Rea Road, early Tuesday,
Feb. 17, 2015, in Charlotte N.C. About a half-inch of ice accumulated overnight
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topped by a dusting of snow. (AP Photo/The Charlotte Observer, Davie
Hinshaw)

___

MORE COLD, NO HEAT

  
 

  

Jesse Stewart from Pike Electric prepares to work on high voltage lines on
Browns Bridge Road in Gainesville, Ga., Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2015. About 200,000
Georgia households and businesses awoke this morning without power. Ice that
blanketed north Georgia, including the top end of metro Atlanta, snapped trees
and powerlines. (AP Photo/Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Bob Andres)
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While most of the snow, sleet and freezing rain have stopped falling in
North Carolina, temperatures will continue to plummet, creating a new
challenge for thousands of residents who have lost power.

Gov. Pat McCrory urged more counties to consider setting up shelters
for displaced residents and the homeless—but he discouraged residents
from using unsafe sources of heating within their homes, such as
charcoal.

  
 

  

Ian Shaw cross-country skis along the Roanoke Valley Greenway, Tuesday, Feb
17, 2015, in Roanoke, Va. A winter storm blasted parts of the Mid-Atlantic and
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the South on Tuesday, creating treacherous road conditions and leaving hundreds
of thousands without power. (AP Photo/The Roanoke Times, Don Petersen)
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