
 

NASA sees Hagupit weaken to a depression
enroute to Vietnam
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NASA's Aqua satellite passed over Hagupit on Dec. 11 at 05:20 UTC (12:20
a.m. EST) and saw thunderstorms had become fragmented around the circulation
center. Credit: NASA/NRL

The once mighty super typhoon has weakened to a depression in the
South China Sea as it heads for a final landfall in southern Vietnam.
NASA's Aqua satellite captured an image of the storm that showed it
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was weakening.

NASA's Aqua satellite passed over Hagupit on Dec. 11 at 05:20 UTC
(12:20 a.m. EST) and the MODIS instrument captured a visible image of
the storm. The MODIS image showed that the thunderstorms had
become fragmented around the circulation center.

On Dec. 11 at 1500 UTC (10 a.m. EST) Tropical Depression Hagupit's
maximum sustained winds dropped to 30 knots (34 mph/55 kph). It was
centered near 12.8 north longitude and 110.9 east latitude, about 314
nautical miles (361 miles/581 km) east-northeast of Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam. It was moving to the west at 8 knots (9.2 mph/14.8 kph).

The Vietnam National Centre for Hydro-meteorological forecasting has
issued a tropical depression warning for southern Vietnam. For the latest
forecasts and warnings, visit: http://www.nchmf.gov.vn/Web/en-
US/104/102/24189/Default.aspx

Hagupit is moving west-southwest toward southern Vietnam, where final
landfall is expected around Dec. 12 at 0000 UTC. The system is forecast
to dissipate quickly after landfall.
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