
 

Elephant slaughter, ivory sales 'out of
control': conservationists
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A bull elephant forrages in the evening light on August 7, 2014 at the Ol Jogi
rhino sanctuary, in the Laikipia county, Kenya

The slaughter of Africa's elephants and the illegal trade in ivory in China
are "out of control" and could push wild elephants to extinction within a
generation, conservationists said Tuesday.

Soaring quantities of ivory are being sold in rapidly growing numbers of
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shops in China, with over 100,000 elephants killed from 2010 to 2012,
said the joint report from the Save the Elephants and The Aspinall
Foundation campaign groups.

"Skyrocketing demand for ivory in China—the wholesale price of raw
elephant tusks has tripled in just four years since 2010—have sparked a
booming trade in smuggled ivory that is driving the unsustainable killing
of elephants in Africa," said the report released in the Kenyan capital.

Poaching has risen sharply across Africa in recent years, fuelled by
rising demand in Asia for ivory—which finds its way into jewellery and
ornaments—and rhino horn, which is coveted as a traditional medicine.

Investigators from the campaign groups visited scores of shops and
factories in China, the world's main ivory manufacturing centre,
comparing quantities on sale and costs.

"Every metric on the ivory trade has exploded upwards in recent years.
The prices of raw and worked ivory in China, number of licensed
carving factories, retail outlets both illegal and legal, items on sale, all
have shot up," they said.

"Meanwhile the weight of ivory seized and number of elephants being
killed in Africa have also increased."

The number of legal ivory stores in China shot up from 31 in 2004 to
145 last year, while the number of ivory carving factories increased from
nine to 37 over the same period.

The report warns that illegal sale of ivory in unlicenced stores is growing
just as fast and even when carvings had the necessary paperwork, that
"was no guarantee that the selling was legal."
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Graphic on illegal elephant hunting in Africa

Researchers said prices for raw ivory in China had risen from $750 (550
euros) per kilo in 2010 to $2,100 (1,540 euros) in 2014.

China key to elephant survival

Organised crime syndicates and rebel militia increasingly use poaching
to fund insurgencies, reaping the benefits of multi-billion-dollar demand.

"China faces enormous challenges in law enforcement to control the
ivory trade, as the number of rich business people in the country with
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interest in buying ivory continues to increase," the report added.

"Ever-growing numbers of Chinese contract workers are going to Africa
and buying increasing quantities of illegal ivory to smuggle."

Save the Elephants estimates an average of 33,000 elephants have been
lost to poachers each year between 2010 and 2012.

Some in China using the legal trade in ancient mammoth tusk "as a cover
for selling elephant ivory," while the "growing legal ivory trade in China
is providing a smokescreen for illegal activity."

  
 

  

Rangers and their dog look at the bloated carcass of an adult elephant after
poachers removed its head to get at the tusks in the Ishasha Valley of Virunga
National Park, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
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The report comes a day after Britain's Prince William, visiting the
United State, sought US President Barack Obama's support for his
campaign to end illegal wildlife trafficking.

China is making efforts to stem the trade, the report's authors said, but
added that the measures were not going far enough.

Beijing has closed down at least 10 officially designated factories and
stores, "jailing hundreds of dealers and sentencing 37 smugglers to life in
prison," stamping out live auctions of ivory by almost 97 percent, the
report said.

"Despite these efforts official inspections have evidently been unable to
keep up with the escalation of the illegal market," it added.

This week one of China's best-known actresses Li Bingbing, who visited
areas in Kenya hard hit by poaching last year, released anti-ivory
advertisements and billboards urging Chinese to stop the trade.

But ending the lucrative trade requires tough government action,
conservationists argue.

"China holds the key to the future of elephants," said Iain Douglas-
Hamilton, founder of Save the Elephants. "Without China's leadership in
ending demand for ivory Africa's elephants could disappear from the
wild within a generation."
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