
 

Too many drinks? New cellphone app may
tell you so

December 12 2014, byAmanda Lee Myers

A new federally funded cellphone app allows people who may have had
one too many to get an idea just how drunk they are—and hail a ride
home.

Users enter their sex, height, weight, and number of drinks consumed to
help figure out their blood-alcohol level. They also can play two
interactive games to test reaction time and cognitive agility. And the app
uses GPS technology to call cabs and pre-load phone numbers for
potential designated drivers.

The app, called ENDUI—pronounced "End DUI"—was announced
Thursday by government and police officials in Maryland. Funded by
federal money reserved for drunken-driving education efforts, the app is
among several in a handful of states to tackle drunken driving—though
Maryland's is one of the most elaborate.

"It's unique," said Kara Macek, a spokeswoman at the Governors
Highway Safety Association, of the new app, which was developed by
the Maryland Highway Safety Office for about $50,000. The app was
funded by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

"I think states are starting to go that route because they're trying to reach
consumers where they are and where they spend time, and everyone
spends time on their phone," Macek said. "I think we're going to see
more of that as we go forward."
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States with similar apps include New York, New Mexico, Colorado, and
California, which launched its version two weeks ago.

Like the other states, Maryland's app is available for free on Android
and iPhone.

One of the games on the app involves pressing a red "brake" button
when an image of a pedestrian passes by or a car ahead stops. The app
says just how fast—or slow—users react and how much time their car
would have needed to avoid a collision.

The other game shows nine road signs that blink in different order; users
try to recall the order, which gets increasingly challenging with each
round—with or without drinks.

"The game is meant to be a hook and pull you in," said Tom Gianni,
chief of the Maryland Highway Safety Office. "Then it's meant to give
you a lesson of, 'See what can happen. Imagine if you were behind the
wheel.'"

A feature that estimates blood-alcohol levels has users enter their height
and weight, and details about what kind and how many drinks they have.
For instance, the app estimates that a 130-pound woman who just drank
a glass of red wine would have a blood-alcohol level of .04 percent.

Though that's under Maryland's legal limit of .08 percent, the app warns
that "driving ability is likely to be impaired."

"Get a cab or have someone that has not been drinking take you home,"
the app advises.

At nearly every step, the app warns users that no matter what the results,
"driving with any amount of alcohol in your system may impair you and
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be illegal."

Gianni called the driving-related features the most important for
someone who's been drinking.

"It kind of takes the guesswork out of a situation where you've had a few
drinks and you're not sure what to," Gianni said. "This takes all the
brainwork out of it."

© 2014 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: Too many drinks? New cellphone app may tell you so (2014, December 12) retrieved
24 April 2024 from https://phys.org/news/2014-12-cellphone-app.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2014-12-cellphone-app.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

