
 

Protests to greet oil-exploring boat off
Canary Islands
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Protestors carry a banner saying "We live here, we decide here" during a
demonstration against oil exploration, on the Spanish Canary island of Tenerife
on October 18, 2014

Environmental activists rallied Friday in anger at the arrival of a boat
due to start prospecting for oil in the waters off Spain's Canary Islands, a
major tourist destination.

Greenpeace said activists on its Arctic Sunrise protest boat sailed to the
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zone where they expected Spanish oil group Repsol to launch its
explorations this weekend, vowing to block the prospecting vessel.

Local groups meanwhile called rallies on Friday right across the Atlantic
archipelago, whose beaches are a popular draw for foreign tourists from
Britain, France and elsewhere.

Locals and authorities in the Canaries oppose Repsol's government-
backed plan to spend three years probing for oil and gas under the sea
bed 50 kilometres (30 miles) from the islands of Lanzarote and
Fuerteventura.

Residents fear Repsol's explorations will harm local flora and fauna such
as dolphins and disrupt the tourism industry on which their economy
relies.

They have tried in vain to stop the prospections going ahead.

"It seems that Repsol and the Spanish government still intend to begin
the prospection," said Fran Castro, a local spokesman for Ecologists in
Action, demonstrating near the port on the island of Tenerife.

"We are going to try and keep up the popular opposition to it until the
last moment. We consider this project a catastrophe for the future of the
Canaries," he told AFP.

Environmental groups and local councils have complained to EU
authorities over Repsol's plan.

The Canary Islands regional government also opposes the plan and has
called a referendum to allow residents to vote on it, but the national
government has blocked that in the courts.
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Repsol has promised to take steps to protect the environment and says
the project will create jobs in the islands, where the unemployment rate
is over 30 percent.

© 2014 AFP

Citation: Protests to greet oil-exploring boat off Canary Islands (2014, November 14) retrieved
27 April 2024 from
https://phys.org/news/2014-11-protests-oil-exploring-boat-canary-islands.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://phys.org/news/2014-11-protests-oil-exploring-boat-canary-islands.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

