
 

Images: Rosetta's comet from 10 kilometers

November 11 2014
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ESA's comet-chasing Rosetta mission spent much of the second half of
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October orbiting Comet 67P/Churyumov–Gerasimenko at less than 10
km from its surface. This selection of previously unpublished 'beauty
shots', taken by Rosetta's navigation camera, presents the varied and
dramatic terrain of this mysterious world from this close orbit phase of
the mission.

Some light contrast enhancements have been made to emphasise certain
features and to bring out features in the shadowed areas. In reality, the
comet is extremely dark – blacker than coal. The images, taken in black-
and-white, are grey-scaled according to the relative brightness of the
features observed, which depends on local illumination conditions,
surface characteristics and composition of the given area.

Some slight vignetting can also be seen in the corners of some images.
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