
 

NASA gets a stare from Cyclone Nilofar's 14
mile-wide eye
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NASA's Terra satellite captured this image on Oct. 28 at 06:50 UTC (2:50 a.m.
EDT) as Tropical Cyclone Nilofar was moving north in the Arabian Sea. Credit:
NASA Goddard MODIS Rapid Response Team

Tropical Cyclone Nilofar developed an eye on Oct. 28 that seemed to
stare at NASA's Terra satellite as it passed overhead in space. Warnings
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are already in effect from the India Meteorological Department as
Nilofar is forecast to make landfall in northwestern India.

On Oct. 28 at 06:50 UTC (2:50 a.m. EDT) the MODIS instrument
aboard Terra captured a visible image of Tropical Cyclone Nilofar after
it developed an eye while moving north in the Arabian Sea. The 12
nautical mile (13.8 miles/22.2 km) wide eye was surrounded by powerful
thunderstorms and bands of thunderstorms wrapped into the center from
the eastern quadrant. A large band of thunderstorms stretched north-
northeast of the center. The MODIS image showed that Nilofar was
moving over open waters off-shore from Oman.

Tropical Cyclone Nilofar had maximum sustained winds near 115 knots
(132 mph/213 kph) at 1500 UTC (11 a.m. EDT). Nilofar was centered
near 17.1 north latitude and 61.8 east longitude, about 275 nautical miles
(317 miles/509 km) southeast of Masirah Island. It was moving to the
north at 9 knots (10.3 mph/16.6 kph).

On Oct. 28, the India Meteorological Department's Regionalized
Specialized Meteorological Centre (RSMC) issued a Cyclone Alert, or
"Yellow message" for north Gujarat coast. The bulletin noted that
Nilofar was over the west-central Arabian Sea and was moving north
while intensifying. It was about 640 miles (1,030 km) southwest of
Karachi, Pakistan and 509.5 miles (820 km) east-southeast of Salalah,
Oman. The forecast calls for Nilofar to move to the northeast and cross
north Gujarat and the Pakistan coast around Nayila on Nov. 1.

The Joint Typhoon Warning Center forecast calls for Nilofar to drop
below hurricane force as it approaches northwestern India on Oct. 31.
Nilofar is expected to be a tropical storm at the time of landfall.

The RSMC warned that Nilofar will bring heavy rains and strong winds
along coastal districts of Saurashtra and Kutch from Oct. 31 to Nov. 1.
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IMB forecasts sustained winds near 28 to 34 mph (45 to 55 kph) with
higher gusts. Sustained winds off the Gujarat coast on Oct. 31 can be
expected between 50 to 56 mph (80 and 90 kph) with gusts to 62 mph
(100 kph) at the time of landfall. Coastal conditions will deteriorate as
the cyclone approaches, creating rough surf and dangerous ocean swells.

Provided by NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center
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