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A Facebook log is displayed on the screen of an iPad, in this Wednesday, May
16, 2012 file photo taken in New York. Facebook Inc. is launching a tool that
lets users notify friends and family that they are safe during or after natural
disasters. The tool, called "Safety Check," will be available worldwide to the
social network's 1.32 billion users on computers and mobile devices. This
includes the basic "feature" phones many people still use to access Facebook,
especially in developing countries. (AP Photo/James H. Collins)

(AP)—Facebook Inc. is launching a tool that lets users notify friends and
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family that they are safe during or after natural disasters.

The tool, called "Safety Check," will be available worldwide to the social
network's 1.32 billion users on computers and mobile devices. This
includes the basic "feature" phones many people still use to access
Facebook, especially in developing countries.

People already use Facebook to tell people they are OK after
earthquakes and other disasters but Facebook says the Safety Check tool
will make it easier. It grew out of a disaster message board that
Facebook engineers created in 2011 following the earthquake and
tsunami in Japan.

Once users activate the tool, it will determine their location using the city
they have listed in their profile, the last location they've shared or the
city where they are using the Internet. If they are in an area affected by a
natural disaster, Safety Check will send them a notification asking if
they're safe.

If they say yes, their Facebook friends will be notified. There's no option
to say no. Users can also mark their friends as safe, but the friends have
to approve it.

© 2014 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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