
 

EU reaches deal to cut greenhouse gas
emissions
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EU heads of state pose for a group photo during an EU summit in Brussels, on
Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014. EU leaders gathered Thursday for a two-day summit in
which they will discuss Ebola, climate change and the economy. From left,
Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte, Croatian Prime Minister Zoran Milanovic,
Luxembourg's Prime Minister Xavier Bettel, Danish Prime Minister Helle
Thorning-Schmidt, European Parliament President Martin Schultz, Polish Prime
Minister Ewa Kopacz, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban and Italian Prime
Minister Matteo Renzi. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)

European Union leaders agreed early Friday to cut greenhouse gas
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emissions in the 28-nation bloc to at least 40 percent below 1990 levels
by 2030.

The deal was aimed at countering climate change and setting an example
for the rest of the world ahead of key international climate negotiations
next year.

A package agreed by leaders at an EU summit in the early hours of
Friday after lengthy negotiations also requires climate-friendly,
renewable energy to provide at least 27 percent of the bloc's needs and
demands that energy efficiency increase by at least 27 percent in the
next 16 years.

"It was not easy, not at all, but we managed to reach a fair decision," said
European Council President Herman Van Rompuy. "It sets Europe on an
ambitious yet cost-effective climate and energy path."

The decision makes the EU the first major economy to set post-2020
emissions targets ahead of a global climate pact that is supposed to be
adopted next year in Paris. Other countries including the U.S. and China
are bound to be measured against the EU goals as they present their own
emissions targets.

The EU pledges will carry weight because they come from an economic
powerhouse. The combined Gross Domestic Product of EU member
states is larger than that of the United States, which has the greatest GDP
of any single nation. The bloc says it is responsible for less than 10
percent of greenhouse gas emissions worldwide.

EU leaders also pledged to increase the amount of energy countries can
trade with one another—a move pushed for by Spain and Portugal,
which want to be able to sell renewable energy they generate.
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Activists dressed as corporate lobbyists hold bags of coal and put up blackened
hands as they demonstrate outside an EU summit in Brussels, on Thursday, Oct.
23, 2014. Demonstrators called for EU leaders to resist pressure by the fossil
fuel industry and agree an EU 2030 climate and energy package. EU leaders will
gather Thursday for a two-day summit in which they will discuss energy and
climate change. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)

Van Rompuy said that countries should be able to import or export 15
percent of their power by 2030, saying the move would help match
energy supply and demand across borders.

"This agreement keeps Europe firmly in the driving seat in international
climate talks ahead of the Paris summit next year," said EU Commission
President Jose Manuel Barroso said.

But environmental activists said it fell short of what the 28-nation bloc
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should have done.

"The global fight against climate change needs radical shock treatment,
but what the EU is offering is at best a whiff of smelling salts," said
Greenpeace EU managing director Mahi Sideridou.

Natalia Alonso, Oxfam's Deputy Director of Advocacy and Campaigns,
called the targets welcome "but only a first step, which falls far too short
of what the EU needs to do to pull its weight in the fight against climate
change."

The pact came after strong opposition from Poland and other poorer and
developing eastern European nations.
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Smoke rises from a heat and power plant in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, Oct. 23,
2014. European Union leaders meeting in Brussels to stamp their new, ambitious
greenhouse gas emissions plan should prepare for unyielding opposition from
coal-reliant Poland and some other East European countries who say their
developing economies and electricity bills would suffer too much from the new
target. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)

Poland had argued that pace of change was too fast for Eastern European
countries that are trying to grow their economies as they restructure old,
energy-dependent industries.

Almost 90 percent of Poland's electricity comes from coal. The nation
intends to continue that way for decades because mining creates 100,000
direct jobs and many thousands more in related sectors. Warsaw argues
that green energy, large wind farms and solar panels still create energy
that is too expensive.

Van Rompuy said poorer EU member states would get help reaching the
targets.

He pledged "extra support for lower-income countries, both through
adequate targets and through additional funds to help them catch up in
their clean-energy transition."

Poland's Prime Minister Ewa Kopacz said the deal would not cost her
country.

"I said that we will not return from this summit with new (financial)
burdens, and indeed there are no new burdens," Kopacz told Polish
reporters.
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