
 

Study indicates hunting restrictions for
tapirs may not be enough

September 15 2014

A published study indicates that lowland tapir populations may continue
to drop in French Guiana, despite recent restrictions on hunting.
Researchers from the Office National de la Chasse et de la Faune
Sauvage in French Guiana and San Diego Zoo Global reviewed data
retrieved from camera traps in the Nouragues National Reserve over the
last four years and compared this data to current harvest rates in the
region.

"In 2011, restrictions were placed on hunting tapirs in French Guiana,"
said Matthias Tobler, a scientist with the San Diego Zoo Institute for
Conservation Research. "Although these restrictions are an important
step, our study indicates that tapir populations in many areas might still
be at risk of overhunting."

The study, which was published in the August issue of Oryx, a
conservation journal, suggests that additional hunting restrictions are
needed in the region for tapir populations to be protected.

The Amazonian moist forest, which covers most of French Guiana, is
one of the core habitats for the lowland tapir. The tapir is the largest
herbivore found in the Amazon forest and is considered to be vulnerable
to extinction. The range of the lowland tapir covers large parts of South
America, including 11 countries and 25 ecoregions in six biomes.
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