
 

Hurricane Norbert pinwheels in NASA
satellite imagery
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The MODIS instrument aboard NASA's Terra satellite captured this image of
Tropical Storm Norbert on Sept. 4 at 2:15 p.m. EDT when it resembled a
pinwheel. Credit: NASA Goddard MODIS Rapid Response Team

The Eastern Pacific's Hurricane Norbert resembled a pinwheel in an
image from NASA's Terra satellite as bands of thunderstorms spiraled
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into the center. NASA's Global Precipitation Measurement or GPM
mission has helped forecasters see that Norbert has lost some of its
organization early on September 4.

The MODIS instrument or Moderate Resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer aboard NASA's Terra satellite captured a visible
picture of Tropical Storm Norbert on Sept. 4 at 2:15 p.m. EDT when it
resembled a pinwheel. The western bands of Norbert were moving over
Socorro Island, located several hundred miles west of Mexico's west
coast. An eye was not apparent in the image, although Norbert was
strengthening into a hurricane. The image was created by the MODIS
Rapid Response Team at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in
Greenbelt, Maryland.

Less than six hours later at 8 p.m. EDT, the National Hurricane Center
noted that Norbert became a hurricane with maximum sustained winds
near 75 mph (120 kph). Overnight and into the early morning hours of
September 4, maximum sustained winds increased to 80 mph (130 kph).

On Thursday, September 4, 2014, the National Hurricane Center (NHC)
continued the Tropical Storm Warning from La Paz to Cabo San Lazaro,
Mexico. A tropical storm watch is also in effect north of Cabo San
Lazaro to Puerto San Andresito and north of La Paz to San Evaristo.

At 8 a.m. EDT (5 a.m. PDT), Norbert's maximum sustained winds
remain near 80 mph (130 kph) and some slow strengthening is expected
during the next 24 hours. Those hurricane-force winds only extend up to
25 miles (35 km) from the center, and tropical storm force winds extend
out 105 miles (165 km), which is why the Baja is under a tropical storm
warning.

Norbert's center was located near latitude 20.6 north and longitude 110.0
west. That's just 160 miles (255 km) south of the southern tip of Baja
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California. Norbert was moving toward the northwest near 6 mph (9
kph) and movement in that direction is expected to continue over the
next couple of days taking Norbert along the coast.

On the NHC's forecast track the center of the hurricane is expected to
approach the southern tip of the Baja California Peninsula today and
move nearly parallel to the pacific coast of the peninsula tonight and
Friday, September 5.

The NHC uses data from multiple satellites, including NASA's new
GPM satellite. The NHC discussion on Norbert at 5 a.m. EDT today,
September 4, said "Recent microwave images, including a NASA GPM
overpass at 0516 UTC (1:16 a.m. EDT), indicate that Norbert has lost
some organization during the past few hours due to easterly vertical wind
shear. The low-level center is in the northeastern part of the central
convection with a mid-level eye displaced to the southwest of the low-
level center.

Norbert is forecast to track parallel along the coast of Baja California
for the next couple of days.
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