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A logo of the World Economic Forum on January 26, 2013 in Davos

The World Economic Forum unveiled a project on Thursday aimed at
connecting governments, businesses, academia, technicians and civil
society worldwide to brainstorm the best ways to govern the Internet.

WEF, which each year gathers the global elite in the plush Swiss ski
resort of Davos, launched its NETmundial Initiative in a bid to build on
the outcome of a large conference in Brazil in April that called for a
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transparent, multi-stakeholder approach to running the Web.

The participants at that conference balked at a push by some countries,
including China and Russia, for governments to move into a leading role
in overseeing the Internet, amid fears of the impact this could have on
the unity of the Web and on online dissent and freedom of expression.

The WEF project aims to put the goals decided upon in Brazil into
action by bringing as many voices as possible into the growing global
debate over how to govern the Internet without jeopardising its diversity.

The platform will basically enable "crowdsourcing with the best experts
in the world" to help determine the path forward on a wide range of
issues, enthused Pierre Nanterme, a member of the WEF steering board
and chief executive of management consultancy giant Accenture.

"We have to find global solutions, global standards for the Internet,
because the beast is global," he told AFP.

Through a series of "open and transparent" dialogues with political
decision makers, technical experts, business leaders and online privacy
and rights advocates and others, WEF aims in coming months to help
pinpoint the main issues and problems surrounding Internet governance
globally and to begin creating a bank of expertise that policy makers can
draw from.

The process will culminate in a summit on the issue during the
organisation's annual Davos meeting next January, WEF chairman Klas
Schwab told reporters.

The goal is not to create an organisation to oversee the Web, but to
"make sure that the Internet does not become fragmented," he said.
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The discussions kicked off on Thursday with a meeting at WEF's global
headquarters in Geneva of more than 70 top movers and shakers from
different sectors.

President of Estonia Toomas Hendrik Ilves, the creator of the World
Wide Web Tim Berners-Lee, the head of US-linked global Internet
regulator ICANN, and a wide range of diplomats figured among the
participants.

More than 20,000 others followed their discussions online with many
weighing in on the debate on Twitter.
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