
 

EPA staff says agency needs to be tough on
smog

August 30 2014, by Seth Borenstein

The Environmental Protection Agency's staff concludes that the
government needs to tighten smog rules by somewhere between 7 and 20
percent.

In its final recommendation in a 597-page report, the agency staff agrees
with EPA's outside scientific advisers that the 6-year-old standard for
how much smog is allowed needs to be stricter.

Since 2008 the standard allows up to 75 parts of ozone per billion parts
of air. The staff report recommends between 60 and 70 parts per billion.

The report says it will provide more health protection for higher risk
populations including the elderly, very young, outdoor workers and
people with asthma and lung disease.

Federal law requires air quality rules be updated every five years. A 
federal judge ordered the EPA to have a new rule by December.

© 2014 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: EPA staff says agency needs to be tough on smog (2014, August 30) retrieved 25 April
2024 from https://phys.org/news/2014-08-epa-staff-agency-tough-smog.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

1/1

https://phys.org/tags/lung+disease/
https://phys.org/tags/federal+judge/
https://phys.org/news/2014-08-epa-staff-agency-tough-smog.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

