
 

Fossils unearthed at California construction
site

July 7 2014

Giant teeth from a 40-foot (12-meter)-long shark and portions of what
could turn out to be an entire whale skeleton are among the hundreds of
fossils being carefully unearthed at a dam construction site in
California's Silicon Valley.

The San Jose Mercury News reports Monday that over 500 marine fossil
specimens have been uncovered at the Calaveras Dam replacement
project in Fremont, California.

Most of the fossils are believed to be about 20 million years old, dating
to the Miocene Epoch, when the ocean extended as far inland as
Bakersfield.

Scallops, clams, barnacles and the teeth of an extinct hippopotamus-like
creature called a Desmostylus have all been dug up.

Paleontologists will continue working with construction workers for the
next two or three years on the massive job to replace the dam with one
more capable of withstanding earthquakes.

© 2014 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: Fossils unearthed at California construction site (2014, July 7) retrieved 27 April 2024
from https://phys.org/news/2014-07-fossils-unearthed-california-site.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private

1/2

https://phys.org/news/2014-07-fossils-unearthed-california-site.html


 

study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

