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Credit: Jeff Schmaltz, MODIS Rapid Response Team.

Fires are a way of life during the hot, dry summer days, but that does not
mean they are ever taken for granted. Thousands of lightning strikes
Sunday (7/13) and early Monday (7/14) probably started most of the
wildfires, which are burning on private, public and reservation land.
Dozens of fires are plaguing the forest areas in the state of Oregon. In
this image, are shown the Buzzard Fire, the Shaniko Butte fire, the
Bridge 99 Complex fire, and the Saddle Draw Fire.

The Buzzard Complex fire began as a lightning strike. Difficult terrain,
combined with extremely dry fuels and hot and windy conditions are
giving firefighters a steady challenge. Livestock, private property,
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several ranches, outbuildings, sage grouse habitat and agriculture lands
are threatened. At last report, one barn was lost on July 14. Heavy air
tankers, single engine air tankers, helicopters, fire engines, handcrews,
dozers and other equipment are on scene and will work around the clock
to protect residences and limit fire spread as much as possible. The fire
is currently at 90,000 acres. The complex is made up of several different
fires that span intermittently from their origins near the Lamb
Ranch/Warm Springs Reservoir area south to the Beaver Table/Twin
Reservoir area near Venator.

The Shaniko Butte fire began as a lightning strike on July 15, 2014. It is
located fifteen miles north of Warm Springs, OR. Fueling the fire is
juniper, brush, and grass. The fire has been exhibiting extreme fire
behavior. Evacuations are in effect. Structures are threatened. There are
10,000 acres currently burning within this fire complex.

The Bridge 99 Complex Fire Eighteen began on July 15, 2014 with a
lightning strike. The fire is eighteen miles north of Sisters, OR. Fueling
the fire is mixed conifer, brush and grass. There is active fire behavior
and road closures are in effect. The fire is less than 24 hours old at this
point and 300 acres have burned so far.

The Saddle Draw fire is 19 miles south of Crane, OR. Extreme fire
behavior is ongoing. Residences are threatened with this fire. This is
mostly a grass fed fire. Inciweb did not specify what started this
particular fire.
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