
 

Bing offers to 'forget' links in Europe
searches
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The Microsoft logo is seen at a media event in San Francisco, California on
March 27, 2014

Microsoft on Wednesday followed in Google's footsteps by letting
people in Europe ask to have links related to them 'forgotten' on its
search engine Bing, under the auspices of a court ruling.

An online request form allowed people to identify specific web pages

1/3



 

they thought should be omitted from results served up in response to
Bing queries on their names.

"This information will help us to consider the balance between your
individual privacy interest and the public interest in protecting free
expression and the free availability of information, consistent with
European law," the Bing form stated.

"As a result, making a request does not guarantee that a particular search
result will be blocked."

People submitting requests are required to prove who they are and
whether they are a public figure such as a politician or celebrity. They
are also asked to indicate whether they believe the information at issue is
out-of-date, false, incomplete or inappropriate.

Google said it has received more than 70,000 requests since it put a form
online on May 30 as a result of the ruling by the European Court of
Justice.

The court said that individuals have the right to have links to information
about them deleted from searches in certain circumstances, such as if the
data is outdated or inaccurate.

European news organizations have opened fire on Google for removing
links to stories from search results in the name of adhering to the court
order.

The links remain visible on Google.com, the US version of the site, and
the restrictions only appear to relate to certain search terms.
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https://phys.org/tags/information/
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