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Integrated approach vital to reduction food
waste and loss

July 10 2014

Governments, international organisations, businesses and community
agencies worldwide must create joint programmes to reduce food loss
and waste (FLW), if they want to show that they are really committed to
developing sustainable food systems. This is the only way to ensure that
future populations have adequate amounts of good quality food. This is
the keynote message of an advisory report, released on July 3, 2014, by
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the UN Committee on World Food Security's (CFS) High Level Panel of
Experts on Food Security and Nutrition. Toine Timmermans,
Programme Manager Sustainable Food Chains at Wageningen UR Food
& Biobased Research, and a project team member, was closely involved
in developing the report.

The expert panel advises governments and international organisations
about how to ensure proper integration of food chains and systems into
national and global food and nutrition policies. Food waste should be
monitored via agreed and globally-consistent methods and can be seen as
a means of making farming and food production systems more efficient
and sustainable. Research on direct and indirect causes of FLW is
essential. "We need to be able to identify those areas and processes
where it would be most efficient to intervene", the panel said.

Four tracks

The expert panel recommends four parallel, mutually-supportive tracks,
using an inclusive and participatory approach: 1. Improve data collection
and knowledge sharing around FLW; 2. Develop effective strategies to
reduce FLW, at the appropriate levels; 3. Take effective steps to reduce
FLW. 4. Improve coordination of policies and strategies in order to
reduce FLW. Per stakeholder, the panel mentions a number of concrete
actions to be taken.

High Level Panel of Experts

The High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition
(HLPE) was established in 2010 as the science-policy interface of the
UN Committee on World Food Security (CFES). The HLPE aims to
improve the robustness of policy making by providing independent,
evidence-based analysis and advice at the request of the CFS.
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FAO figures

According to the FAQ, globally nearly one-third of food produced for
human consumption — approximately 1.3 billion tons per year — is either
lost or wasted.

More information: The report is available online:
www.fao.org/fileadmin/user upl ... HLPE-Report-8_EN.pdf
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