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Winning Z-2 spacesuit prototype design gets
ready for 'test campaign'

May 1 2014, by Elizabeth Howell

The NASA Z-2 suit will incorporate the “technology” design the public voted on.
Credit: NASA

Striking a Buzz Lightyear-like pose above is the winning design for
NASA's Z-2 spacesuit prototype. The version, called "technology", was
by far the popular vote in an online contest the agency held to choose
between three prototypes, garnering 62% of 233,431 votes.

While this will never be used in space, NASA said the next-generation
prototype will be useful in helping design future spacesuits. And this
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prototype will go through a "test campaign" that includes vacuum tests,
pool tests in NASA's Neutral Buoyancy Laboratory and in an area at the
Johnson Space Center that simulates the surface of Mars.

"With the agency laser focused on a path to Mars, work to develop the
technologies astronauts one day will use to live and work on Mars has
already begun. Each iteration of the Z-series will advance new
technologies that one day will be used in a suit worn by the first humans
to step foot on the Red Planet," NASA stated.

Source: Universe Today
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